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DOES TEAMKID USE THE LEVELS OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING?®
Absolutely! On the first page of each meeting, you will see both the Concept 
Area and the specific Level of Biblical Learning that session will cover for 
Younger Kids and Older Kids. 

What are the levels of biblical learning? Levels of Biblical Learning covers 
10 biblical concept areas that children can learn as they study God’s Word. 
The concept areas are presented through six different age ranges, from 
infancy through the preteen years, and reflect levels of understanding that 
follow how God designed children to learn. Learn more at lifeway.com/
levelsofbiblicallearning. 

 8 Levels of Biblical Learning Poster (Pkg of 10) 006104390 — This handy Levels of 
Biblical Learning Poster is dual-signed, providing both a chart and infographic 
version of LifeWay Kids’ Levels of Biblical Learning. The Levels of Biblical 
Learning concepts were developed by LifeWay Kids to provide teachers, parents, 
and ministers of preschoolers and children with milestones related to biblical 
knowledge from birth through sixth grade. The Levels of Biblical Learning 
concepts form the foundation for Bible study in the Bible Studies for Life: Kids 
resources. (Package of 10)

 8 Growing in God’s Word: Levels of Biblical Learning (Pkg of 10) 006112315 — As 
kids grow, their understanding of foundational truths grow with them. The 
Growing in God’s Word: Levels of Biblical Learning booklet illustrates ten 
concepts that are the foundation of spiritual growth: God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, 
Bible, Salvation, Creation, Church, People, Family, Community and World. 
Fourteen pages of content explain these foundations for Younger Preschool, 
Middle Preschool, Older Preschool, Younger Kids, Older Kids, and Preteens. 
Levels of Biblical Learning concepts also form the foundation for Bible study in 
the Bible Studies for Life: Kids resources. Sold in packs of 10.

DOES TEAMKID USE BIBLE SKILLS FOR KIDS?®
Absolutely! On the first page of each meeting, you will see Bible Skills that 
session will cover for Younger Kids and Older Kids. 

 8 Bible Skills for Kids (Pkg of 10 posters and booklets) 005793619 — The 16-page 
Bible Skills for Kids booklet (9.5 x 7) provides information on how to teach 
Bible skills to kids, handy lists of foundational Bible Stories for preschoolers 
and kids, the most important memory verses for kids, and what to look for in a 
Bible for kids. The Bible Skills for Kids dual-sided poster (7 x 19) provides both a 
chart and infographic format of Bible skill goals for four age groups: Younger 
Preschool, Older Preschool, Younger Kids, and Older Kids. Bible Skills for Kids 
were developed by LifeWay Kids to provide teachers, parents, and ministers of 
preschoolers and children with Bible Skill milestones. Includes 10 booklets and 
10 posters!
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HOW IS TEAMKID: SETTING THE PACE DIFFERENT?
TeamKID has the same title and topic for both Children and Preschool! Check 
out Preschool TeamKID: Setting the Pace.

TeamKID: Setting the Pace is new for the next generation of kids — with high 
energy games, a greater emphasis on missions, and more memory verses 
that help kids apply Bible truths to real life — while kids learn Bible truths 
foundational for every Christian. 

More Bible! 
• Bible Study: each meeting includes a Bible Story and teaching that helps kids grow 

into disciples of Christ. 

• Bible Memory: each meeting includes a memory verse connecting to that week’s 
Bible truth. 

More Missions! 
• Missions Videos: each week has its own missions video from Kids on Mission 

• Missions Activities: each meeting includes missions reproducibles and extras 
from the DVD-ROM 

More Fun! 
• More Rec Games: TOURNAMENT activities are bigger and better than ever, which 

means more fun! 

• WARM-UP: each meeting kids off with a fun activity that can incorporate kids as 
they arrive and peak interest in the Bible truth for the day
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SETTING THE PACE

What is setting the pace? 
TeamKID: Setting the Pace is a step in helping kids grow in their Christian 

faith. Kids will explore topics about the theology of God, Jesus, People, the 

Church, the Bible, and the Christian Life. Setting the Pace will give kids a better 

understanding of the nature of God and Jesus. Available in preschool and 

children’s editions.

Questions addressed include:

• Why should we worship God?

• How was Jesus’ birth special?

• How are people important to God?

• What is the church and how is it important to God’s work?

• How can I live a Christian life?

Why Setting the Pace? 
Setting the Pace is a term many of today’s athletes use to indicate they have 
set the standard for others to follow. We are using Setting the Pace imply the 
importance of growing closer to God by following Him through studying His 
Word and in fellowship with others.

TeamKID: Setting the Pace wants kids to recognize their relationship with God 
is the most important relationship of all!
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TEAMKID: SETTING THE PACE 
A KID-FRIENDLY THEOLOGY 101
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T-shirts!

Club verse

Available at lifeway.com/teamkid.

Plan a regular time each meeting to say the TeamKID Club 

Verses: Proverbs 3:5-6 (in the version your club chooses).

Every meeting contains a 

Teacher Support PDF on the 

DVD-ROM. Connecting with parents
Every meeting contains a Parent Connection to send home and keep parents involved.

informing 
teachers



TeamKID: Setting the Pace LEADER GUIDE  9TeamKID: Setting the Pace LEADER GUIDE  9

What 
about 
music?

Club MottoPlan a regular time in each meeting to say the TeamKID Club Motto.

Use your favorite upbeat 

Christian music for your 

club and during activities. 

The TeamKID Club Song 

is available from iTunes. 

You may also want to use 

songs from Classic TeamKID 

volumes that you own.

PROMOTING TEAMKID
Getting children to TeamKID should be your first goal. But how can you attract 
children and parents who have a busy schedule? Good, effective promotion is the 
key.

Your publicity may include phone calls, personal visits, mail-outs, displays, bulletin 
boards, posters, handouts, announcements, newsletters or newspaper articles, and a 
host of other approaches. See DVD-ROM Item 1 for clip art.

Use the TeamKID banner to tell the community that TeamKID meets at your church 
(001301855).
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15 EASY STEPS FOR PROMOTIONAL STRATEGY
1.  Begin now! Begin now displaying the TeamKID logo in the halls of your church. 

Place the logo in the church newsletter or bulletin. You need not explain the entire 
ministry. Simply let the logo visually communicate what is to come. Increase the 
amount of information you share as the weeks progress.

2.  Use variety. Plan to use a variety of approaches (mail-outs, bulletin boards, and 
posters, for instance). The more you repeat your message, the more people will 
remember it. 

  
3.  Use the logo consistently. Use the TeamKID logo on all of your publicity pieces. 

Soon people will associate the logo with TeamKID and the good things you have 
planned. TeamKID clip art is available on DVD-ROM Item 1.

4.  Choose colors. Choose two or three colors to use in all of your publicity efforts. 
This will make your items easily recognizable. You may wish to use the colors on 
the covers of the TeamKID resources.

5.  Be specific. Tell the children when and where your meetings will be held. Share 
the title of the resource and who is invited—all boys and girls in grades 1–6 and 
their friends! Tell the children what they will be doing: games, fun, learning, 
and so on. When communicating with parents, share the meeting titles and 
information about what their children will learn. On the back of the Parents Letter 
in the Activity Books is a list of the meeting topics.

6.  Do first-quality publicity. A poorly made poster or a sloppy bulletin board may 
do more harm than good. Let everything you prepare be attractive and appealing.

7.  Enlist help. You do not have to do all of your publicity work by yourself. Enlist 
the help of your children’s committee, church public relations committee, or a 
church member who is a gifted artist. Also remember to ask teenagers and senior 
adults for help.

8.  Ask the church to pray. Introduce TeamKID to the whole congregation and 
request prayer support for this important task of reaching and discipling children.

9.  Plan an open house. Plan an open house for the entire church four or five weeks 
into the club. Invite them to be a part of the ministry for which they are praying 
by coming to the club meetings during COOL DOWN for refreshments.

10.  Use the church newsletter. Include information in the church newsletter about 
TeamKID meetings. Use the clip art on DVD-ROM Item 1 to call attention to the 
article.

11.  Promote during worship. Do a brief skit or dialogue during services on Sundays 
and Wednesdays to announce TeamKID.
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12.  Notify parents. Send letters to the parents explaining the details of TeamKID. 
See the “Letter to Parents/Children” (DVD-ROM) Item 5 or Activity Books, pages 
77-78.

13.  Plan a parents’ night. Invite parents to an informational meeting. Explain how 
TeamKID works. Plan to conduct a TeamKID meeting (or parts of one) for the 
parents.

14.  Enlist parents. Enlist the help of parents. Ask parents to help with publicity, 
snacks, TOURNAMENT, STRETCHING, transportation, or to be a special guest 
during a TeamKID meeting.

15.  Display the banner outside your church. Let the community know that 
TeamKID is meeting at your church by displaying the TeamKID Banner 
(001301855).
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God is Creator
GOD IS FIRST AND FOREMOST OVER ALL CREATION. HE 

ALONE IS SUPREME AND DESERVES ALL WORSHIP AND 

PRAISE.  GOD SPOKE EVERYTHING INTO EXISTENCE IN SIX 

DAYS.  CREATION CULMINATED WITH HUMANS AS A SPECIAL 

PART OF GOD’S CREATION, WHOM HE CREATED IN HIS 

IMAGE. ONLY GOD DESERVES TO BE WORSHIPED BECAUSE 

HE ALONE IS THE TRUE CREATOR.

BIBLE VERSE
You, Lord, are the only God. You created the heavens, the highest heavens with all 
their stars, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life 
to all of them, and all the stars of heaven worship you. Nehemiah 9:6

BIBLE STORY  
God Created the World (Genesis 1:1–2:3)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God is Creator and worthy to be praised.

Older Kids: God is Creator and worthy to be praised.

Preteens: God, the Creator, is to be worshiped, not His creations.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 23). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ 7 plastic hoops, 7 
sheets of  
heavyweight paper

TO DO:
 ■ Distribute six of the plastic hoops around the 
perimeter of the play space. Place the final 
plastic hoop in the center of the room.  Number 
each of the pages 1-7 and list on each some of 
the items God created on the coordinating days. 
Day 7 should simply read, “God rested.” Use the 
paper to identify the hoops 1-7, with hoop 7 
being the center of the room.

• This is a modified version of four corners. Kids will choose a plastic hoop day 
of creation, 1-6. A caller will identify a specific day of creation and that group 
affected will be out, or in this case, report to the 7th day for a rest period for just 
one round. 

• Continue to play, identifying each round some of the items associated with that 
specific day. After a few fun rounds, where called out groups only sit out for one 
rest period, change your play. Begin narrowing it down to just a few winners by 
keeping kids out for all subsequent rounds following the moment their chosen 
day was called out. 

Workout (25 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 21: “Activity Cards”

TO DO:
 ■ Print and cut enough Activity 
cards for each TeamKID to have 
one.

• Distribute an activity card to each TeamKID participant. 

• Explain to them that the word or picture on their card represents the part they 
play during the creation story. As you tell the story aloud, they are to act out their 
part whenever it’s announced. Explain that some cards have a word or action 
while some simply have an animal. Kids should complete their noise or action 
when you announce their part of creation until you ask them to stop. Animal 
cards should simply make the sound of their respective animals. 

Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Tell the Bible story in your own words.
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GOD CREATED THE WORLD
BASED ON GENESIS 1:1-2:3

In the beginning there was nothing. Then God created the heavens and 
the earth. The earth was dark, and it did not have any shape. God said, 
“Let there be light,” and immediately, there was light. God called the light 
day and the dark night. God saw that the light was good. That was the 
first day.

On the second day, God said, “Let the waters separate,” and the waters 
spread apart. God called the space in between the waters sky.

Then God said, “Let the waters under the sky gather together, and let 
the dry ground appear.” God called the ground earth and the waters sea. 
God saw that the earth and seas were good. Then God said, “Let the earth 
produce plants and trees that have seeds,” and there were plants and 
trees. God saw that it was good. That was the third day.

On the fourth day God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate 
day from night.” God made the sun to shine during the day and the moon 
and stars to shine at night. God saw that it was good.

The next day God said, “Let the water be filled with creatures and let the 
sky be filled with birds.” Immediately, creatures filled the seas, and birds 
filled the sky. God saw that it was good. That was the fifth day.

On the sixth day God said, “Let the earth be filled with animals,” and 
livestock and creatures filled the earth. God saw that it was good. God 
said, “Let Us make man in Our image and according to Our likeness. 
They will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature 
on the earth.” So God created man in His own image. He created a man 
and a woman. God saw that all He had created was very good.

By the seventh day God had completed His work. God said that the 
seventh day was holy, and He rested.

• Review the story with the following questions.

• How did God use to make the world and everything in it? (He spoke. He 
created the world from nothing.)

• What did God create on day 1? (The earth, light, and darkness )

• What did God create on day 2? (sky and water)

• What did God create on day 3? (land and sea, trees and seeds for vegetation) 

• What did God create on day 4? (the sun and moon)

• What did God create on day 5? (birds in the air and water animals)

• What did God create on day 6? (land animals and people)

• What did God create on the final day of creation? (nothing, God rested)

• Explain to kids that even rest was an important part of creation. God set that day 
apart for us to rest and worship Him. God is our Creator and He alone is worthy of 
our worship. Share that this important truth is present in this meetings memory 
verse. 
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Stretching (10 Minutes)
You, Lord, are the only God. You created the heavens, the highest heavens with all 
their stars, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life 
to all of them, and all the stars of heaven worship you. Nehemiah 9:6

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 21: “Creation Art” 
 ■ Paper (enough for 1 piece per child), 
white crayons, watercolor palettes 
(one set for every 2-3 TeamKIDs), 
water cups (one for every 2-3 Team-
KIDs), brushes (one brush for every 
TeamKID), hand wipes for cleaning up

 ■ Activity Book (one per TeamKID)

TO DO:
 ■ Print one copy of Item 21:  
“Creation Art” (one for every 
TeamKID printed on heavy-
weight paper). Distribute water 
cups, paintbrushes, white  
crayons, and watercolor 
palettes accordingly.

• Instruct kids to draw their own creation art in the large white section above the 
verse on their page. Lead them to use their imaginations as they draw outlines of 
the heavens, stars, the earth, seas, animals, and so forth.

• When kids have completed their crayon drawings, instruct them to use 
watercolors across their faint wax lines. The paint will stick to the page but not to 
the wax lines they drew.

• Give kids a few minutes to complete their work. Close by reading or reciting 
the verse together and allowing kids to share at their tables the items they drew. 
Leave the work to dry completely until the close of your TeamKID meeting. 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Books.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE
 ■ Item 26: ”Suriname Map”

TO DO:
 ■ Print Item 26:”Suriname Map”
 ■ Cue the video “Shireys in Suriname.”

• Read Mark 16:15 aloud. Tell your group that you will be visiting a South American 
rainforest tonight, where some missionaries are preaching the gospel. Point out 
the country of Suriname. Tell your group that the Shireys are a missionary family 
who live in the jungle and tell the Aukan (Aw-khan) people about Jesus.

• Invite kids to watch the video together. Encourage them to listen and watch for 
interesting parts of God’s creation in the video.

• Explain that missionaries Charles and Brittany Shirey and their three children are 
sharing the Gospel with the Aukan people in the rainforest of Suriname. Living 
as missionaries in a tropical jungle can be filled with all sorts of excitement, 
challenges and danger. God wants all people to have a chance to hear about 
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Him. That includes the people in the rainforests of Suriname and it also means 
the people next door to you. Wherever we live, God wants to use us to share His 
message of salvation.

• Ask kids what parts of creation they saw or heard about in today’s video. Explain 
that God sends missionaries to some interesting places because all people need a 
chance to hear about Him.

• Pray, thanking God for the Shireys and the people who live in the rainforest. Pray 
that the Aukan people will hear about Jesus and believe.

• Lead the kids to walk to Tournament making animal sounds. 

Tournament (20 Minutes)
Note: If you have more than 48 participants, consider creating three teams for 
Activity 1. There are exactly 24 cards in the Sorted Creation Set. If there are more 
than 24 kids on a team, some children would not get a turn. 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Item 21: “Sorted Creation 
Cards”(2 sets of 24 cards each); 12 
labeled buckets (one set of 6 for each 
of two teams)

 ■ Activity 3: Empty light bulb box.

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Label each or your 
buckets for Sorted Creation 1 
through 6. Print and cut two 
complete sets of cards from 
Sorted Creation Cards (Item 21)

1. SORTED CREATION
• Set up the game by forming two equal teams of kids. If you have more than 48 

TeamKIDs, you will need to create three or more teams. There can be no more 
than 24 kids on a team in order for everyone to get a turn. 

• Line up kids on the opposite side of the room. Stack the cards face down on the 
floor on the opposite side of the room along with the 6 buckets for that team.

• When the relay race begins, kids will run down one at a time, choose a card, and 
determine which day of creation to which that particular item belongs. They 
should deposit their card and run back to tag the next player. 

• Inform teams they will only win if their cards are in the accurate buckets. 
Coaches will check their work and note any that are incorrect. The team with the 
fewest mistakes wins. In the case of a tie, the team that completed the race first is 
declared winner. 

• State: “We may not fully understand all of the reasons why God worked in the 
order that He did, but we can be sure that He is an organized and orderly God 
who created things the way He did for a reason. 

2. STAND UP IF AND ONLY IF 
• Assemble the group in an open space and ask participants to sit on the floor. 

Tell kids that you will read a series of statements. They are to stand after each 
statement “if and only if” the statement is true about them. Each statement is 
related to something great God created. 
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• Use these 12 statements. Feel free to add others as time permits. You may choose 
to allow volunteers to take turns coming up and adding their own statement. 

• Stand up if and only if you have 
been to the Grand Canyon.

• Stand up if and only if you have 
seen a baby kangaroo.

• Stand up if and only if you have 
heard of the Northern Lights.

• Stand up if and only if you have 
eaten octopus.

• Stand up if and only if you have 
played in an ocean.

• Stand up if and only if you have a 
pet dog or cat.

• Stand up if and only if you have 

ever grown a plant from a seed.
• Stand up if and only if you have 

ever done a science experiment.
• Stand up if and only if you have 

made your own pizza.
• Stand up if and only if you’ve been 

hiking in the woods.
• Stand up if and only if you have 

ever seen a shooting star or a 
comet. 

• Stand up if and only if you have 
ever thanked God for His amazing 
creation.

3. BIBLE BOOK BACON 
• This is a Bible skills activity. Create two equal teams. Have your TeamKIDs form 

lines and face each other. Number each team and instruct kids to remember their 
assigned number. (This is a modified version of Steal the Bacon.)

• Place the empty light bulb box (your “bacon”) in the center of the two lines. 

• One at a time, call a number. Each kid with that assigned number must race to 
grab the light bulb box and take it to a coach at a designated spot. Once there, 
they must listen for a book of the Bible and determine if it’s a book of the Old 
Testament or the New Testament. If the child who grabs and brings the box gets 
the book correct, they earn 2 points. If they get it incorrect, a second book can be 
named to give the player who didn’t grab the bulb box fast enough a chance. If 
they get their second book correct, they earn a single point.  Play as time allows.

Cool Down (5 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 24: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Round cookies, icing and candies to 
decorate, napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing 
the snack.

• Provide round store bought sugar cookies with various colors of icing and 
candies for kids to get creative. Instruct them to create their own world with 
whatever animals, plants, waters, and elements they choose. 

• As you close your time together, allow kids to take turn sharing their favorite parts 
of creation. Lead kids to act out their favorite parts of creation for friends to guess.

• Close in prayer, thanking God for the beautiful world He created. Distribute an 
Activity Page, any artwork, and Parent Connection to each child as a parent 
arrives. 
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God is Love
GOD IS HOLY AND LOVING, SET APART FROM ALL CREATION. 

GOD WAS WITH ISRAEL IN EGYPT AND PRESENT LEADING 

THEM DURING THE ENTIRE WILDERNESS PERIOD. BECAUSE 

OF WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE, HE DESERVES ALL 

OUR ATTENTION AND WORSHIP.  JUST LIKE ISRAEL SET UP 

AN ALTAR TO HONOR GOD ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 

JORDAN, WE CAN HONOR GOD FOR HIS PERFECT WORK IN 

OUR LIVES AS WELL.

BIBLE VERSE
Exalt the Lord our God; bow in worship at his holy mountain, for the Lord our God 
is holy. Psalm 99:9

BIBLE STORY  
God Used Joshua to Lead the People (Joshua 3)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God shows His love to people.

Older Kids: God loves and values people around the world.

Preteens: God loves and values people around the world, no matter their status, 
race, or ethnicity. 

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 27). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)
• As kids arrive, instruct them to engage in a variety of stationary exercises in the 

middle of the room. Model exercises like jumping jacks, toe touches, windmills, 
arm circles, and so forth. 

• After kids have all arrived and settled in, explain that this week’s meeting is about 
the love and holiness of God.

• Say: “Throughout Scripture, God commands us to be holy because He is holy.” 
Share that this week’s meeting will help everyone understand God’s love and 
holiness better. Before beginning, instruct kids to spend time practicing the 
importance of imitating God by imitating their leader.

• Place a leader in the center of the room and ask him or her to begin exercising. 
Instruct the leader (child volunteer or coach) to consistently change their chosen 
exercise or routine. The goal of all other kids is to pay close attention and mimic 
the action of the group leader.

Workout (25 minutes)
• Create groups of 12. Try to be as exact as possible. Allow coaches to participate as 

well if it helps achieve the breakdown. If not, consider a smaller sized group.

• Allow groups a few minutes to brainstorm a form or shape. 

• One at a time, give groups a chance to use their bodies to create a specific shape 
on the floor. Try and guess what shape they have created and celebrate each 
group’s creativity. Explain that the number 12 is very important in the story today. 
Instruct kids to listen and discover just what the number 12 means and just what 
shape occurs in Joshua 3. 

• Open your Bible to Joshua 3. Tell the Bible story in your own words, or use the 
following as a guide. 

GOD USED JOSHUA TO LEAD THE PEOPLE BASED ON JOSHUA 3
Joshua and the people of Israel set up their tents near the Jordan River. 
After three days, the people packed up their tents. God told Joshua that 
he would lead the people across the river.

The priests went ahead of the people. They carried the ark of the 
covenant, a special gold-covered box that held the Ten Commandments. 
When the priests stepped into the river, the water stopped flowing. The 
priests stood in the middle of the river until all the people crossed on dry 
ground.

Joshua told 12 men to pick up stones from the dry riverbed and carry 
them to the other side. The men obeyed. Joshua also stacked 12 stones in 
the middle of the river.

Last of all, the priests crossed to the other side. As soon as they stepped 
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out of the river, the water began to flow again. Joshua stacked the 12 
stones so that the people would remember that God love them and 
provided for them.

• To review the story, ask the following questions:

• How did God lead the people across the Jordan River? (When the priests 
stepped into the water, God made the river stop flowing. The people crossed 
the Jordan River on dry ground.)

• What story does this remind you of elsewhere in the Bible with Moses as the 
central character? (God parting the Red Sea and the people walking across on 
dry ground.)

• What is the difference between those two stories? (In this story, God asked the 
priests carrying the art to step into the water before it stopped flowing. At the 
Red Sea, Moses raised his arm and God parted the waters before Israel crossed.)

•  Why do you think God did it a little differently this time? (Perhaps it’s because 
He wanted His people to trust Him in a new way and participate more faithfully 
in what He could do. )

• What is the significance of the rocks? What did they represent? (The 12 stones 
represent the 12 tribes of Israel. God asked the people to make an alter to 
worship Him using the 12 stones. This was to remind them that the Lord was 
powerful. They were to remind their children that God was mighty and they 
were to always worship Him.) 

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 25: “Mountain Activity Cards” 
 ■ Tape, scissors, index cards (one for 
every 2-3 TeamKIDs), pens or pen-
cils (one for every 2-3 TeamKIDs)

 ■ Activity Book (one per TeamKID)

TO DO:
 ■ Print and cut out the “Mountain 
Activity Cards.” Tape the  
mountain ranges around your 
TeamKID space for kids to seek 
and find. 

• Form your TeamKIDs into pairs or groups of three. This is a great opportunity 
to mix your age groups together and allow older kids to aid younger children. 
Distribute one index card and one pen or pencil to each pair or small group. 

• Instruct kids to find eight hidden mountains around the room. At each mountain, 
they must write the word or phrase they see on one side of the index card. 

• Instruct groups that when they have found all eight mountains, they must 
unscramble the phrases to compose the complete memory verse. Provide Bibles 
for groups to check their work. This isn’t a race to win, but an event for every 
group to complete. 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Books.
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Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 25: “Thailand Map” 
 ■ Item 25: “Paper Lantern Template” 
(one per child)

 ■ Decorative scrapbook paper (one 
sheet per child), scissors, pens or 
pencils, clear tape

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Caroline in  
Thailand” video.

 ■ Create a sample paper lantern.

• Distribute scrapbook paper, templates, scissors, and writing utensils to each 
participant. Lead them to cut out their lanterns and assemble them with tape and 
set aside.

• Explain that God made His people a promise to lead them to a new land that 
would be their forever home. Joshua is the leader who led them on the final leg 
of their journey from the wilderness into the land God promised. Show the Map 
of Thailand. Share that missionary families like Caroline’s have opportunities to 
share Jesus at home and around the world. We can have opportunities to share 
Jesus too, whether we are close to home or anywhere we go. 

• Show the “Caroline in Thailand” video.

• Lead kids to list prayer requests and praises on each strip of their lanterns. 
Encourage them to hang their lanterns some place special at home and to pray 
through the prayer requests written on their lanterns each day. 

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Various kids ministry items such 
as a Bible, game cone, bandanna, tennis 
ball, and so forth. (You need at least 25  
total items.) Large sheet or tarp to cover 
all of the items, clipboard with paper (one 
for each of two teams),pen or pencil (one 
for each of two teams)

 ■ Activity 3: Blue butcher paper, dark 
colored markers (enough for each kid), 
painters tape

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Set up the items 
in a strategic pattern on 
the floor or along a table. 
Cover the items with your 
tarp or sheet. 

 ■ Activity 3: Tape the blue 
butcher paper to a wall at 
kid eye level and gather 
markers that will not bleed 
onto the wall when kids are 
writing. 

1. REMEMBER AND DO NOT FORGET
• Form your group into two equally sized teams. Line up each team up equal 

distance from the tarp with the concealed items. Each team will need a scribe 
who will not run but must write down the remembered items. 
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• On your mark, the first member of each team will run to the tarp. Two leaders will 
lift it for a total of 5 seconds while the participants view what’s underneath. They 
run back and begin to tell what they saw for the scribe to compose a descriptive 
list. After every person from each team has had their 5-second peek, play is over.  

• Count up the items each team remembered correctly. The team with the most 
accurate list wins. 

• Explain: “Today’s story closes with a special moment to help Israel remember 
the special things that God did. We are all people who are prone to forgetting. We 
need special memories and memorials to help us remember how good God is.

2. STEP INTO THE WATER 
• This game is similar to Mother May I. Line up all of your TeamKIDs across the 

room. As the caller, you will identify specific kids and ask them to make specific 
moves toward the space where you are standing. The area between the kids and 
where you are standing is the “water.” They will then ask permission to bring a 
certain category of kids along with them. 

• For example, the caller will ask a specific TeamKID to take a few steps forward. It 
might go something like this, “Kelly, take six baby steps into the water.” Kelly will 
respond by saying, “May I bring everyone with blue jeans on along with me?” The 
caller should respond affirmatively. 

• At the conclusion of the game, explain: “There are many moments when God 
asks us to step out in faith and trust that He will move on our behalf, like when 
the Levites were instructed to step into the water carrying the ark. Stepping into 
the water is a symbol for making a move in faith and trusting God. All of Israel 
followed the ark across the river. 

3. BUTCHER PAPER BRAINSTORMING
• Begin by sharing a moment when God stretched your faith and asked you to do 

something for Him. Explain how God showed up and worked through that time 
in your life.

• Ask kids to brainstorm all the ways God might call them to step out of a comfort 
zone and to obey Him as a follower of Jesus. 

• Play a moderate upbeat worship song while kids write or draw illustrations of 
their ideas on the blue butcher paper. 

• Summarize: “Each one of these ideas you wrote down is an opportunity to praise 
the Lord. He is honored by our obedience. Often God uses our obedience to 
stretch us beyond what we think we can do and to depend on Him.” Take a quick 
moment to pray a two or three sentence prayer asking God to help kids follow 
through on these moments in life where they can step out in faith and influence 
others to have faith, too. 
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Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster ”
 ■ Item 28: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Rock candy lollipops, napkins, cups 
of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack.

 ■ Print a Parent Connection for 
each TeamKID.

• As a special treat and a reminder of the twelve stones chosen by the leaders to 
construct the altar, pass out rock candy lollipops. Lead the TeamKIDs in a prayer, 
thanking God for His love and care.

• Review the Bible story. Allow kids to recall the passage and share it in their own 
words. Remind kids that God called His people to follow Him, obey His word, and 
be holy because He is holy. Holiness means set apart and different. Explain that 
the people of Israel needed reminders of God’s love and provision and that the 
altar of stones served as that reminder. We need reminders, too.

• As kids dismiss, give each child his Activity Page and Parent Connection and 
invite him back for the next TeamKID meeting. 
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God is Merciful
GOD LOVES PEOPLE AND SHOWS THAT LOVE IN WAYS 

THEY DON’T DESERVE. IN TODAY’S STORY, HANNAH 

LONGS FOR AND PRAYS FOR A SON. GOD DIDN’T BLESS 

HANNAH BECAUSE SHE WAS WORTHY, BUT BECAUSE HE IS 

A COMPASSIONATE AND MERCIFUL GOD WHO HEARS AND 

ANSWERS PRAYERS.

BIBLE VERSE
We count as blessed those who have endured. You have heard of Job’s 
endurance and have seen the outcome that the Lord brought about—the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. James 5:11

BIBLE STORY  
God Answered Hannah’s Prayer (1 Samuel 1:1-20)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God hears and answers prayer.

Older Kids: God knows what people need and desire but still expects them to pray.

Preteens: God hears people’s prayers and communicates with them.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 31). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)
PASS IT ON

PROVIDE:
 ■ Tennis balls (one for every group of 
7-10 TeamKIDs), plastic hoops (one 
for every group of 7-10 TeamKIDs)

• Create groups of at least seven but no more than ten children. Instruct them to stand in 
circles around the perimeter of a plastic hoop. Supply each group with a tennis ball. 

• Instruct each kids to pass the ball around the group one at a time. As the ball 
passes, the person passing it should recite the phrase, “Here you go friend. Have a 
ball!” Before continuing, the person receiving the ball should respond graciously 
and say, “Thank you.”

• Allow groups to practice moving the ball around through the entire circle a few 
times until kids get the hang of the phrases.

• Close with a race to see which group(s) can circulate the ball the fastest around 
their circle without neglecting the assigned phrases or the gratitude that follows 
each time the ball is passed. 

• Summarize: “This week’s meeting is about how God gives us mercy that we don’t 
deserve and how we can respond gratefully.” 

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 29: “Family Tree”  
handouts (one per child) 

 ■ Pens or pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Print one Family Tree handout per 
participant. Complete your own Family 
Tree handout in advance as a sample.

• Instruct kids to complete their Family Tree handout. Instruct them to use first 
names only in each category. Inform them that the tree will not allow them to list 
all of their family members but a sample of their family. For example, they may 
have more aunts, uncles, or cousins than spaces. In those cases, simply choose 
one that represents the category and move on to the next. 

• After kids have had enough time to complete their tree, host a concert of names. 
Call a category (mom, cousin, aunt, uncle, and so forth.) and have everyone shout 
that particular person’s first name aloud, all at the same time. Explain that every 
person in their family is a special person created by God.

• Share that the woman in today’s story really wanted a child to place in her family 
tree. She wanted someone special to name, love, and raise to know God.

• Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. Tell the Bible story in your own words, or use the 
following as a guide. 
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GOD ANSWERED HANNAH’S PRAYER
BASED ON 1 SAMUEL 1:1-20

Hannah and her husband Elkanah traveled to the tabernacle in Shiloh 
to worship God. Hannah could not eat. She was crying because she was 
sad. Hannah wanted to have a baby. Hannah and her husband did not 
have any children.

Hannah went the tabernacle to pray. She told God that if she had a son, 
she would make sure he served God.

Eli, the priest, saw Hannah. Her lips were moving but she was not 
speaking. Eli didn’t understand what she was doing. Hannah said, “I’m 
praying. I am so sad.”

Eli said, “May God give you what you prayed for.” 
Hannah felt better. She went to eat some food. She and Elkanah 

worshiped God. They traveled back home.
God had heard Hannah’s prayer. When it was time, she had a baby boy. 

She named him Samuel. She took care of Samuel as he grew, and she 
remembered her promise to God. She took Samuel to the tabernacle. She 
told Eli that Samuel would stay at the tabernacle.

“I prayed for this boy,” Hannah said, “and God heard me. He gave him 
to me. Now I give him to serve and follow God.”

Samuel stayed with Eli and helped him in the tabernacle. 

• Review the story by selecting several volunteers to dramatize it. Select someone 
to be God, Hannah, Elkanah, Eli, and finally Samuel. Give them a moment to 
reenact the story and cheer for their creativity. As leader, be prepared to narrate 
along the way to ensure proper storytelling. 

• Explain that Samuel would grow up to do something important for God’s people. 
He would anoint Israel’s first king, Saul, and eventually King David. Samuel 
followed God and lead God’s people to honor Him.

Stretching (10 Minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity Books

• Assemble your TeamKIDs into a circle. The leader will stand in the center. Explain 
play: The leader will choose a TeamKID participant in the circle to start with and 
from the center, begin counting to 5 moving clockwise around the circle. 

• The fifth kid will read the verse aloud and say one thing they are thankful for in 
life. After sharing their thanksgiving thought, they will sit down. The leader will 
begin again with the next TeamKID and play again. 

• Play counting to 5, having kids share and then sit, 8 to 10 total times. To close, 
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have each TeamKID member who is still standing all recite the verse together and 
shout out what they are thankful for most.

• Explain that each of the items shared is evidence of God’s compassion and His 
mercy in our lives.

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Books. 

Reach Out (20 Minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 30: “Passport Pages”
 ■ Item 30: “Passport Stations” 

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Cuba to the Nations.” 
Print Passport Pages for each child. Print 
and cut apart Passport Stations and place 
around room.

• Review the Bible story with kids. Comment that Hannah faced a big barrier to 
happiness and fulfillment in life—she couldn’t have a baby. Ask: “How did she 
address that situation?” (Hannah prayed.) Remark that whenever we face barriers, 
we can do the same, pray. Explain that missionaries face a great many barriers, 
too. 

• Show the “Cuba to the Nations” video.

• Comment that before they left for Ecuador, Javier and Yaima were already at work 
telling other Cubans about Jesus, often traveling by foot or on bicycles. With the 
help of other Cuban Christians, the couple helped start two churches and 19 Bible 
study groups. 

• Distribute the passport pages to each child. Encourage them to fold their pages in 
quarters to resemble a real passport. Lead kids to visit different Passport Stations 
around the room and complete the directions at each station. 

• Ask: “What do you think Javier and Yaima are thankful for?” Allow volunteers to 
respond, then ask one of them to thank God for allowing Javier and Yaima to 
serve Him in a new country. 

• Close in prayer asking God to remove barriers so that missionaries can serve and 
people can hear the gospel.
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Tournament (20 Minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Large sheet or tarp to divide the room in half (opaque), Stopwatch, 
timer, or smartphone with stopwatch function

 ■ Activity 2: Index card (one for every group of 5-7 TeamKIDs), pen or pencil 
(one for every group of 5-7 TeamKIDs)

1. CRAZY POSE QUICK CHANGE 
• Form kids into two teams. Each team must be fully contained on their side of the 

tarp so the other team cannot see them.

• Instruct the first team to freeze in a silly full-body pose. Drop the tarp and let the 
other team study for 10 seconds. Return the tarp.

• Ask members of the posing team to change one minor thing about their pose. 
Give the other team a minute to find the changes. Record what they get correct.

• Reverse the play and give the other team a turn. 

• Conclude: “Sometimes God changes our circumstances and sometimes He 
changes us. No matter what, we can always trust that God hears us when we pray 
and that He is working everything for His glory and our good.”

2. HUMAN ALPHABET
• Form your TeamKIDs into small groups of 5-7 participants. Explain that they will 

be using their bodies to form words. Distribute an index card and writing utensil 
to each small group.

• Call out words one at a time and tell groups to form them with their bodies on the 
ground. When they are done and you approve their work, you can give them the 
next word, and then the next. Each time they form a word, they should write it on 
their index card. 

• When they are done forming words, there should be five words for them to 
unscramble into the following phrase: God Hears My Prayers.

3. GATES AND FENCES 
• Create a grid in your game play area using your TeamKIDs. Assemble them into 

rows with the exact same number of kids in each row. Instruct kids to extend 
their arms fully and stand far enough apart, yet close enough together, for their 
fingertips to barely touch. They should be the same distance from the kids in 
adjacent rows so that if they turn their bodies one quarter, they are in new lines 
with fingertips touching new kids. Explain to kids that when they are all facing 
forward, they are gates. When they are facing to the right, they are fences. 

• Select one coach to walk through the rows. When you call gates, the kids face 
forward. When you call fences, they adjust to their right forming the secondary 
rows. 

• The goal of the adult leader is to move from the farthest corner of the play area to 
where the coach/caller is standing even with all the twists and turns the gates and 
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fences will create as kids change in response to your calls. 

• Once the leader has played and demonstrated the game, allow them to take the 
place of a child who becomes the next runner. Play as many rounds as time 
allows. 

• Explain: “One of Hannah’s biggest desires in life was to have a child. Hannah 
prayed to the Lord. It’s that simple. When we need to get to God, it isn’t a 
complicated maze of every changing twists and turns. We can go directly to Him 
with no challenge. He is there and we have direct access to Him.” 

Cool Down (5 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 32: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Animal crackers, napkins, cups of 
water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing 
the snack.

 ■ Print a Parent Connection for 
each child.

• Explain to kids that Scripture says God’s mercies are made new every morning. 
Help them understand that this verse from Lamentations 3:23 in the Old 
Testament means that each day is new and full of ways we can see and 
experience good gifts from God. It’s one of the ways God takes care of His people. 

• Distribute animal crackers and cups of water. Allow kids to name ways that God 
takes care of animals. Prompt them to then name ways that God takes care of 
them.

• Conclude: “God answers our prayers as a way to provide us with mercy and 
kindness.”

• Lead kids to share requests and pray for one another. Close your time together 
in corporate prayer. Be sure to distribute Activity Pages and Parent Connection 
pages as kids depart.
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God is Sovereign
PEOPLE NEED A SAVIOR BECAUSE THEY ARE SINFUL. 

WITHOUT AN UNDERSTANDING THAT MANKIND IS 

SEPARATED FROM GOD BECAUSE OF SIN,  PEOPLE DO NOT 

UNDERSTAND THEIR ULTIMATE NEED FOR FORGIVENESS. 

WITHOUT THE DESIRE TO BE FORGIVEN AND RECONCILED 

TO GOD THROUGH JESUS AND HIS SACRIFICE,  THE CONCEPT 

SALVATION ISN’T FULLY GRASPED. JUST LIKE THIS WEEK’S 

MEMORY VERSE SAYS,  WHOEVER CONFESSES THEIR SIN WILL 

RECEIVE MERCY. 

BIBLE VERSE
The one who conceals his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and 
renounces them will find mercy. Proverbs 28:13

BIBLE STORY  
Adam and Eve sinned. (Genesis 3)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: Sin is choosing my way instead of God’s way.

Older Kids: The punishment for sin is separation from God.

Preteens: The punishment for sin is eternal death and hell.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible story and life application by reading this meeting’s Teacher 
Support (Item 35).
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Floor dots or bases (one per 
child)

TO DO:
 ■ Place floor dots (one per participant) 
into a giant circle one the floor.

• Assemble TeamKIDs into a circle by having them choose and stand on a floor dot. 
As the group leader, stand in the center of the circle and make a statement that 
is true about yourself and any food item classified as a fruit. Possible examples 
include: “I love strawberry ice cream” or “I had an orange for lunch today.” 

• Everyone who identifies with your statement (meaning it is also true about them) 
must move to find a new floor dot. In the meantime, the leader will steal a slot 
leaving one participant in the center. Now that person is the person in the middle 
making a “fruit” statement for play to continue. Explain that when they agree with 
the fruit statement, they are “identifying” with it. 

• Continue playing for 8-10 minutes, enjoying how creative kids can be with their 
fruit statements. The only requirement is that the statement they make must have 
the name of a fruit in it. 

• Summarize: “This week we’re learning about what happened in the garden of Eden. 
We don’t know exactly what fruit Adam and Eve ate because Scripture doesn’t tell 
us. We do know that, because we are sinners too, we can all identify with Adam and 
Eve the way you identified with each other in this game. We’ll also learn that when 
we identify with Christ, we experience forgiveness for any and all sin in our life.

Workout (25 minutes)
Tip: To better prepare you to teach these signs to kids, consult videos available online. 

• Teach kids the American Sign Language signs for man, woman, snake, and God. 
Use the “Sign Language Illustrations” (Item 33).

• Instruct kids to form those signs whenever they hear the words as you tell the 
story. When they hear the name “Adam,” they should sign the word man. When 
they hear “Eve,” they should sign for the word woman. When they hear you speak 
the name “God” or the word “snake (or serpent),” they should form those signs. 

• Open your Bible to Genesis 3. Tell the Bible story in your own words, or use the 
following as a guide.  
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ADAM AND EVE SINNED
BASED ON GENESIS 3

Adam and Eve lived in the perfect garden God had created. God had said 
that they could eat from any tree in the garden except one tree. 

One day, a snake spoke to Eve. “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from 
any tree in the garden?’”

Eve corrected the snake: “We may eat fruit from any tree except one in 
the middle of the garden. God said, ‘You must not touch or eat that fruit, 
or you will die.’” 

The snake disagreed, “No, you won’t die. God knows you will become 
like Him when you eat from that tree. You will know about good and evil.”

Eve looked at the fruit on the tree; it looked very good and the snake 
said it would make her wise. She took some of the fruit and ate it. She 
gave some of the fruit to Adam. He ate it, too. Adam and Eve realized 
what they had done. They tried to cover themselves and hide.

That evening, God called out to Adam. “Where are you?”
Adam said that he heard God and was afraid, so he hid.
God asked, “Did you eat from the tree I commanded you not to?”
Adam said, “The woman You gave me — she gave me some fruit from 

the tree, and I ate it.”
Eve said, “The snake tricked me, and I ate it.”
God told the snake, “You are cursed. You will move on your belly. The 

woman and her offspring will be your enemies.” 
God told Eve, “You will have pain when you have a baby.” 
God told Adam, “You must work hard to grow your food now, and one 

day, you will die.”
God made Adam and Eve leave the garden forever. They had go to 

another place to work on the land for food. 
God placed an angel with a flaming sword to guard the garden.

• Review the Bible story. Ask the following discussion questions: 

• How did the enemy deceive Eve? (He tempted her to doubt that God’s words 
were true and His plan was best.)

• What lie did the snake tell Eve? (He told Eve they would be like God if they ate 
the fruit.)

• Why do you think Adam and Eve hid from God after they sinned? (They were 
afraid and ashamed of their sin.)

• How did God curse the serpent? (He would crawl on his belly and the woman 
and her offspring would be his enemies.)

• How did God curse Adam? (He would have to work hard to grow food.)

• How did God curse Eve? (She would have labor pain when she has a baby.) 

• Pray that God would help kids to always identify the temptations of the enemy so 
that they can obediently follow God. Thank God for always forgiving us through 
Jesus whenever we sin and make mistakes along the way. 



TeamKID: Setting the Pace LEADER GUIDE  33

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity Books 
 ■ Paper plates (one per participant), markers

• Assemble TeamKIDs around tables. Distribute plates and markers to each child. 

• Instruct them to write the first half of the verse on one side and to draw a sad 
face on that side. On the reverse side, write the remainder of the verse and draw a 
happy face.

• Ask kids to cover their faces with the sad side while reading and reciting the first 
half of the verse. When they get to the comma and the word but, they should 
remove the plate from their face and finish the second half.

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Books.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Cue the video titled “One Big Plan.” 
 ■ Item 34: “Kazakhstan Map,” and “Kazakhstan Photo”

• Share with kids: “As a result of Adam and Eve’s sin in the garden, work was 
cursed. It would now be difficult for people to work and provide for even basic 
needs. In America, there is certainly poverty, or extreme need. Not everyone here 
has their basic, everyday needs met. In other parts of the world, the conditions are 
even more tragic. Part of sin’s curse means that there is not access to basic needs 
for everyone in the world, but that God wants Christians to help.

• Show the video “One Big Plan” and invite kids to learn the song together.

• Show the Kazakhstan map and photos. Explain that God’s plan is to use people to 
share about Him in Kazakhstan and all over the world. God uses missions giving 
and missionaries to give people physical food to eat, but also the spiritual food of 
Jesus and the gospel. One reason it’s important to learn about missions is so we 
can make the most of opportunities to help others and share Christ. 

• Ask several kids to pray aloud for people in Kazakhstan who don’t know Jesus, 
don’t have daily food, and don’t have ways to work and provide for their families. 
Close in a mission-focused prayer of your own modeling for missionaries and for 
hurting people in the world. 
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Tournament (20 Minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Small 5 gallon  
bucket, pool noodles (5-7), ream 
of white printer paper or  
recycled paper

 ■ Activity 2: Bibles (one for every 
3-5 participants)

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Place the bucket in the 
center of the room. Use the pool 
noodles to create a barrier around 
the perimeter of the bucket so that 
kids can’t get too close.

1. MISSING THE MARK AND MAKING A MESS
• Distribute paper to kids, several sheets each until the entire ream is distributed. 

Instruct them to crumple each piece of paper into a small snowball sized ball.  

• When the game starts, kids will run around the perimeter of the pool noodles 
and attempt to toss their paper balls into the bucket. Play for a minute or two as a 
practice round. Then offer kids the chance to play again. 

• At the close of play, tell kids to sit right where they are and debrief. While you are 
talking, have a coach clean up the entire mess.

• Explain: “Sin in the Old Testament language of Hebrew was a word that literally 
meant ‘missing the mark.’ It was the image of bows and arrows. Just like in this 
activity, it is hard to always make a good shot. We make mistakes. When we sin, 
we make a mess of things. God sent Jesus to clean up our mess. He paid the price 
for our sin and offers us a way to have a clean, blameless life before God.”

2. BIBLE DRILL THRILL 
• Form TeamKIDs into groups of various ages of kids, evenly distributing younger 

and older children. Groups can be 3-5 in size. Give each group a Bible. 

• Instruct them to take turns finding verses. Guide everyone sit down. Ask one 
participant from each group to stand and hold the group Bible. 

• Call out a verse. The first to locate it should read it aloud. Choose verses of your 
own or those from the list below. Kids will recognize the first verse as their 
memory verse for the week. 

• Proverbs 28:13

• Romans 3:23

• 1 John 1:9

• Matthew 3:6

• Romans 6:23

• 1 John 2:1

• Romans 10:9

• Explain: “Not only does the Bible tell us the story of the first sin and help us see 
the sin in our own life, but it also helps us know the way out of our sin through 
Jesus. Knowing how to find important verses in the Bible helps us grow in our 
understanding of who God is and what He has done for us.”

PROVIDE: TO DO:
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3. OUT OF LINE 
• Create two equal groups. Each group should be an even blend of older and 

younger kids.

• Explain: “When our lives are full of sin, we are out of line with God’s Word. This 
game is all about lines. I’ll call out a type of line for you to create with a very 
specific order. Work hard and fast to get in order. The first team to correctly get in 
the order I call will earn a point.”

• Here are several types of lines you can ask students to form in their groups. Think 
of others that may be more specific to your context as well.

• Tallest to shortest

• Alphabet by first name

• Age order by date of birth

• Shortest to longest hair

• Least to most pets/siblings

• Explain: “The Bible gives specific instructions. That started in the garden with one 
specific rule. When Adam and Eve sinned, they were out of line. Their sin earned 
separation from God and the perfect fellowship they had with Him in the garden. 
Forgiveness came through Jesus, and our lives can be lined up with God’s Word 
only through salvation through Jesus Christ.”

Cool Down (5 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster”
 ■ Item 36: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Church approved snack (apple slices or 
other fruit), napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster 
listing the snack.

• Provide apple slices or another type of fruit to enjoy. 

• Explain to kids that eating this fruit isn’t against God’s will. He gave us fruits and 
vegetables to make us healthy and strong. 

• Pray for your TeamKIDs that God would protect them from the lies and 
temptations of the enemy, Satan, and help them always know the wise way to 
obey God. Pray that God would help kids know they can always come to Him 
through Jesus and that He will always forgive their sin. 

• As kids enjoy their snack and wait to be picked up, choose from the following 
activities: recite the memory verse again, or ask kids to re-tell or reenact the Bible 
story taking on the key roles of God, Adam, Eve, and the serpent.

• Distribute Activity Pages and Parent Connection Pages as kids depart. 
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God is Holy
GOD IS HOLY AND DESERVES THE WORSHIP OF ALL PEOPLE. 

GOD CREATED EVERYTHING OUT OF NOTHING AND 

LOVINGLY OFFERS SALVATION TO PEOPLE THROUGH HIS 

SON JESUS.  THE STORY OF SOLOMON IN 1 KINGS 8 LEADS 

ISRAEL TO PRAISE GOD, NOT JUST BECAUSE HE CREATED 

THEM AND CHOSE TO LOVE THEM, BUT BECAUSE GOD IS 

HOLY AND DESERVES OUR AFFECTION AND ATTENTION. 

BIBLE VERSE
All the nations you have made will come and bow down before you, Lord, and 
will honor your name. For you are great and perform wonders; you alone are God. 
Psalm 86:9-10

BIBLE STORY  
Solomon and the People Worshiped God (1 Kings 8)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God wants people to gather to worship Him.

Older Kids: God wants people to gather to worship Him. 

Preteens: Corporate worship is responding to God.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 39).
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 37: “Posture” handout (one per child)
 ■ Pens or pencils

• Distribute Posture handouts to each child. Give kids time to brainstorm and jot 
down what each posture seems to communicate about the person.

• Call on volunteers to share their ideas, recognizing that no answer will be 
incorrect. Each child can see and interpret the postures in numerous ways. 

• Explain that when it comes to worship, our posture communicates our attitude of 
reverence to God. 

• If time allows, call out the following attitudes and instruct kids to pose in the 
manner they best feel communicates the attitude. Choose among the following 
or add your own. Possible attitudes: boredom, excitement, nervous, afraid, angry, 
alone, pain, impatience, and so forth. 

Workout (25 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 37: “Cue Cards” (one  
complete set for the activity)

TO DO:
 ■ Print one set of Cue Cards. Tape 
words onto poster boards.

• Begin by asking kids to define the word worship. After affirming the ways 
in which they describe worship, offer a definition of your own that includes 
something to the effect of “ascribing to God the worth and attention that He 
deserves because of who He is and what He has done.”

• Ask kids if they know what corporate worship is. Explain that it is simply 
worshiping together with a group of other believers. Comment that people can 
worship privately, by themselves, or with a group in corporate worship. Ask kids 
to name ways we worship both privately and corporately. 

• Finally, instruct kids to follow the cue cards doing and saying whatever the 
instructions are during the reading of the story. 

• Open your Bible to 1 Kings 8. Tell the Bible story in your own words, or use the 
following as a guide. 
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SOLOMON AND THE PEOPLE WORSHIPED GOD
BASED ON 1 KINGS 8

Solomon gathered all of the elders, tribe heads, and leaders in Jerusalem. 
It was time to move the ark of the covenant into the new temple. The 
priests and Levites brought the ark of the covenant, the tent of the 
meeting, and the holy utensils from the city of David.

King Solomon and the people of Israel offered sacrifices of sheep and 
cattle to the Lord. The priests carried the ark into the inner sanctuary, 
which was the most holy place in the temple. They placed the ark 
beneath the wings of the cherubim, or group of angels. The cherubim’s 
wings spread out over the ark, which held the two stone tablets from 
Moses.

When the priests came out, a cloud filled the temple, and God’s glory 
was in the cloud. “Praise God!” Solomon said. “God promised my father, 
David, that his son would build a temple. God kept His promise! I have 
built a temple for God, a place for His ark of the covenant to stay.”

Solomon stood before the altar in front of all the people of Israel and 
spread out his arms to heaven. He prayed, “Lord, there is no God like 
You in heaven or on earth! You have kept your promise. Listen to your 
servant’s prayer today.” As Solomon prayed, he thought about the future. 
He knew Israel would sin again, so Solomon asked for forgiveness. He 
also asked God to hear the people when they called to Him for help.

After Solomon’s prayer, he said to the Israelites, “Let your hearts be 
completely devoted to God. Obey Him in all things.” Solomon sacrificed 
22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep to dedicate the temple. Solomon and all 
of Israel celebrated for 14 days. On the 15th day, Solomon sent the people 
away. They blessed the king and went back home to their tents. They 
rejoiced and thanked the Lord for His goodness.

• Review the story by asking the following questions:

• Why did Solomon build a temple for the Lord? (so that the people could praise 
God; because God promised David that Solomon would build it.)

• What special item did the priests and Levites bring into the temple? (ark of the 
covenant)

• Bonus: Can you name something that was inside the ark? (the 10 
Commandments)

• What ways did the people praise God? (arms raised, prayer, asking for 
forgiveness, commitment and devotion, sacrificing animals, rejoicing, 
shouting words of praise)
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Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 37: “World Map” 
 ■ Activity Book (one per  
TeamKID)

TO DO:
 ■ Print one copy of World Map for each 
group of 5-12 

• Assemble no fewer than 5-6 but no more than 10-12 TeamKIDs into a circle. If 
there are more than 10-12 participants, divide your group into smaller circles with 
anywhere from 5-12 kids in each circle. Note that each circle will need a coach to 
complete this memory verse activity. 

• Instruct each TeamKID to select the first letter of their first, middle, or last name 
and identify a country or continent that begins with that letter. Be prepared 
to help kids who have a letter that would represent smaller and more obscure 
countries. 

• In each circle, have the leader read the memory verse in sections, allowing 
TeamKIDs to repeat each section one at a time. 

• Next, prompt kids to take turns saying the name of their country and completing 
the paraphrased verse as follows: All the people from (insert each country one at 
a time here) you have made will come and bow down before you, Lord, and will 
honor your name. For you are great and perform wonders; you alone are God. 
Psalm 86:9-10

• Repeat the verse one time for every TeamKID in your circle using the name of the 
country or continent they selected. Close this time by reciting the original verse 
using the clause “All the nations” one more time as a group. 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s pages in their Activity Book.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 38: “What to Buy”  
handout (one per TeamKID) 

 ■ Item 38: “South Africa Map” 
 ■ Item 38: “South Africa Photo” 
 ■ Pens or pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Door of Hope” 
 ■ Print “What to Buy” handouts. 
 ■ Print a single copy of the South Africa 
Map and South Africa Photo.

• Display the South Africa map to kids. Say: “People in South Africa need the love 
of Jesus. Many children in South Africa are very poor. Some children have no 
homes and no parents to take care of them.” Display the South Africa Pictures. 

• Play the “Door of Hope” video. Comment that at Door of Hope, children are loved 
and cared for, but they also hear about the love of Jesus. 

• Distribute the “What to Buy” handouts and prompt kids to complete the handout 
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on their own, deciding which items they would buy. Go over the steps together as 
a group.

• Pray, thanking God for the opportunity to learn about South  Africa. Pray that the 
people there will hear about Jesus.  

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Item 37:  
“Temple Diagram,” plastic solo 
style drinking cups (40-50 cups 
for every 5-7 kids)

 ■ Activity 2: Item 37: “Memory 
Verse Cards” (one set for every 
team of no more than 10 kids) 

 ■ Activity 3: Item 37: “Author 
Name Plates,”five plastic hoops

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Pre-sort and pre-stack plas-
tic cups into groups of approximately 
40-50 cups. You need one stack for 
every 5-7 kids. Print a “Temple Design” 
handout for every group of 5-7 kids.

 ■ Activity 2: Print and cut Memory Verse 
cards, one set for every team.

 ■ Activity 3: Print Author Name Plates , 
one set for the whole group.

1. TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION 
• Form your TeamKIDs into groups of approximately 5–7. Distribute stacks of 

plastic drinking cups to each group. 

• Play upbeat worship music while each group constructs their own Holy Temple. 
They must use the diagram provided, but can also be flexible and creative to 
include their own elements and ideas based on what modern churches look like 
and feel like today.

• At the conclusion of the song, take time to examine each group’s structure. 
Encourage and celebrate their effort and their creation.

• Explain: “In the Old Testament, and even in the New Testament during Jesus’ 
day, the physical temple was the most important place. Today, we know that our 
churches are the places for corporate worship. We also understand our lives and 
bodies are God’s temple. That means we should seek to honor God with our lives, 
because He lives in us.”

2. TEMPLE RUN
• Create teams of no more than 10 kids. 

• Jumble up each set of the memory verse cards and place a full set in a cup (use 
the cups from your Temple Construction Activity).

• Place the cups on one end of your play area and each team on the opposite end. 
This is a memory verse relay run.

• Instruct kids to run one at a time with their hands high in the air like Solomon 
praising God. They should retrieve one card and bring it back to the group and 
tag the next runner. When all of the cards have been retrieved, they must work 
together as a team to assemble the memory verse in order.
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• When a team has assembled their verse in order, they must all read it aloud. The 
first team to complete the task wins.

• As you close this activity, recite the memory verse again as one large group.

3. BIBLE SKILLS WRITERS
• Scatter your 5 plastic-hoops throughout the play area with one Bible Author 

Name Plate in each hoop.

• In this game, you will identify a child or a group of children (For example, 4th 
grade girls) and call out a specific book of the Bible. They must move to the hoop 
representing the author of that book.

• As you choose which books to call, be sure to stick with those who were authored 
by Paul, Moses, Samuel, John, and Solomon.

Cool Down (5 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster”
 ■ Item 40: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Stackable chips, napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster 
listing the snack.

• Share with kids that the temple Solomon built was constructed with incredible 
amounts of gold. Some scholars estimate over 3,000 tons of gold was used. 
Distribute stackable snack chips. The golden color can remind kids of the gold 
used in the temple, and as they eat, they may even have a little fun constructing 
their own temple tower. 

• Review the story and ask kids to recall the ways Solomon and the people 
worshiped God. Talk about ways that we can worship God today in our 
generation. 

• Close in prayer, thanking God for the opportunity to worship Him. Ask God 
to help kids find ways to worship. Distribute the Activity Pages and Parent 
Connections when kids depart. 
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God Teaches How to Live
THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF THE BIBLE,  GOD HAS 

SHOWN HIS PEOPLE HOW TO LIVE.  IT STARTS WITH THE 

LAW OF GOD GIVEN BY GOD AS A GIFT TO GOD’S PEOPLE. 

THE LAW GUARANTEED THE FACT THAT MAN WOULD SIN 

AND BE IN DESPERATE NEED OF A SAVIOR. IN HIS GRACE, 

GOD PROVIDED JESUS WHO WAS NOT ONLY THE SACRIFICE 

FOR OUR SIN BUT ALSO THE MODEL OF HOW WE SHOULD 

LIVE.  GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE BECAME GOD’S WORD IN 

JESUS SO THAT PEOPLE CAN KNOW AND FOLLOW GOD.

BIBLE VERSE
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  
James 1:22

BIBLE STORY  
The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: The Bible teaches me how God wants me to live.

Older Kids: The Bible teaches how to live a Christian life.

Preteens: The Bible teaches how to live a Christian life by following Jesus.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
Teacher Support (Item 43). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)
• Group TeamKIDs into two equal lines. TeamKIDs should sit with their teams in a 

line side by side, facing the opposing team. 

• You will need two adult coaches for this activity. Each leader will whisper one 
word of the following phrase into the ear of the child at the end of the row. Once 
the child has passed that word, the leader is free to add the next word.

• The pace of play will make it difficult for teams to keep the words straight and 
remember the final phrase. Much like the classic telephone game, the phrase will 
likely be pretty messed up at the close.

• At the end of play, allow each team the chance to say the final phrase. Celebrate 
just how right or just how wrong each team is.

• Phrase: To really hear God is to be obedient to God. 

Workout (25 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 41: “10 Commandments 
Worksheet” (one per TeamKID)

 ■ Pens or pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Print one copy of the 10 Com-
mandments worksheet for each 
child.

• Distribute copies of “The Ten Commandments” worksheet to each child along 
with a writing utensil. Instruct kids to follow along with the story and fill in the 
blanks on their own stone tablet handout as you tell the Bible story. Go slowly 
when you know they have blanks so they will have time to write. This will aid 
them as they work to remember the ten commandments. 

• Open your Bible to Exodus 20. Tell the Bible story in your own words, or use the 
following as a guide. 

GOD GAVE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
BASED ON EXODUS 20

Moses and the people traveled to Mount Sinai. They camped around the 
mountain. Thunder and lightning and smoke were on the mountain. 
God spoke to the people from the mountain.

God said, “I am your God. I brought you out of Egypt.”
God told the Ten Commandments.
“I am the only God. Do not worship anyone or anything but Me. Do not 

worship anything you have made. Do not misuse God’s name. Always 
say God’s name in a respectful way. Work on six days. On the seventh 
day, rest and worship God.

“Honor and respect your mother and father. Do not kill anyone. 
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Husbands and wives should keep their wedding promises. Do not take 
something that belongs to someone else. Do not tell lies. Do not wish for 
things that belong to other people.”

The people were afraid when they saw and heard the thunder and saw 
the lightning and smoke on the mountain. They told Moses to speak to 
God for them. 

Moses went up the mountain and talked to God. The people said they 
would obey God.

• Begin your review time with the following questions:

• In what way(s) was God present on the mountain? (Thunder, lighting, smoke, 
His voice)

• How did the people respond to God’s presence and His word? (They were 
afraid. That committed themselves to obeying God.)

• Review the remainder of the Bible story by calling on various volunteers to fill in 
the blanks of their worksheets. Celebrate their listening skills.

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Poster board, white board, 
media screen, or large paper, 
appropriate marker 

 ■ Activity Book (one per  
TeamKID

TO DO:
 ■ Print your verse in a large format, 
either on poster board, white board, 
media screen, or large paper. Make 
sure the entire group of TeamKIDs can 
easily see and read the verse. 

• This is an up-front game for a coach to facilitate with TeamKIDs assembled in the 
crowd. 

• Instruct kids to sit down with their eyes closed. When they hear the sound of your 
voice, they are to stand.

• Begin by mouthing the verse James 1:22 gradually increasing your volume 
as you go. Continue to increase your volume until every TeamKID in the area 
stands. 

• Next, prompt kids to repeat the verse one word at a time right after you. 

• Continue the activity by having them recite the verse over and over in all or some 
of the manners listed here: whisper, shout, sing, with an accent, robot voice, tiny 
baby voice, and other creative ways you can imagine. 

• Close by explaining that it is one thing to hear God’s Word but that true followers 
of Jesus do what God’s Word says. According to Jesus’ words in John 14, we show 
Him our love by being obedient to His Word. 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s pages in their Activity Book.
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Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 42: “South America Map” 
 ■ Item 42: “Buddies on Boards Peru 
Facts”  

 ■ DVD

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Freddy’s Story.” 
 ■ Print Item 42: “Buddies on Boards 
Peru Facts,” and “South America 
Map”

Explain to kids that our mission in life as followers of Jesus is to obey His Word. 
Jesus explains in John 14:15 that if we love Him, we will obey His commands. Jesus 
followed all of God’s commands and fulfilled God’s plan for His life. 

Ask: “Did you know you can use things like skateboards to help others learn about 
Jesus?” Point to Peru on the map. Say: “Today we are learning about Freddy, a 
missionary who is sharing about Jesus in Peru. Freddy used to be a professional 
skateboarder. Now, he tells others about the difference God has made in his life.”

Show the video “Freddy’s Story.”

Explain that Freddy learned English because he wanted to talk with his fellow 
boarders from the United States. Now, he can tell others about Jesus in both English 
and Spanish. He also translates for missionaries. Use the Peru Facts handout to play 
a True/False game about Peru. 

Pray for Freddy and other missionaries living in Peru. Pray for the people there who 
still need to hear about Jesus.

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Bible Books 
Music Video

 ■ Activity 3: Item 41: “10 
Commandment Cubes” 
(one cube for every 5-7 
TeamKIDs) 

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Cue a video or song about books of 
the Bible. 

 ■ Activity 3: Print and assemble each of the 
cubes. You will need one cube for every 
group of 5-7 TeamKIDs. 

1. BIBLE BOOK SINGALONG
• To go with the Bible skills for this lesson, practice naming the books of the Bible 

in order in a creative way. Perhaps you have a Bible book song that kids are 
familiar with, but checking out a new song can bring a fresh spin into Bible book 
memory.
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• View a Bible book music video and sing along. Allow kids to freestyle dance while 
they sing. Consider doing the song twice, and if kids are really confident, they 
can face the direction opposite of the video screen and sing the books in order 
from memory. 

• Explain: “Knowing the books of the Bible in order is helpful as you read the Bible. 
Share that Deuteronomy 32:47 tells us that the words in this book are not idle or 
useless, but they are life for us. Being able to navigate the pages of Scripture is an 
important part of knowing and applying God’s Word to our lives.” 

2. 10 COMMANDMENT SHUFFLE
• Ask participants to find a partner. One partner will be teammate one and the 

other will be teammate two. Ask all of the ones to form an outward-facing circle 
in the middle of the room. Then instruct the twos to form a second circle around 
the outside of the first by facing their partner.

• To play, instruct each team to move to their right. That means the inner circle 
will be moving clockwise and the outer circle will be moving counter-clockwise. 
Partners will naturally move away from one another. 

• When you call “Go!” partners must scramble quickly to find their partner and link 
arms. The last pair to connect must say together one of the Ten Commandments 
in order to stay in the game. Mentally check off whatever command they named 
in your head or on a handwritten list. Once a command has been named, it 
can’t be repeated. Reassemble the circles as before and continue until all Ten 
Commandments have been named. 

• Close by reciting the Ten Commandments together as a group. If it’s helpful, let 
TeamKIDs repeat them after the leader. 

3. MODERN DAY COMMAND CUBES
• Create groups of 5–7 kids. Give each group a Ten Commandments Cube.

• Instruct kids to take turns rolling the cube. When it lands on a command, they 
must say that particular command out loud and give a modern day example of 
honoring or breaking that command. 

• Note that since each cube only has 6 sides, several commands are omitted. As a 
bonus, you can ask the groups to identify which commands are missing. Explain 
that in the New Testament, Jesus explained that murder was wrong but that so 
was being angry with someone else. 

• Close in a transitional prayer asking God to continue giving each child wisdom to 
know the difference between right and wrong, and the courage to always choose 
what is right as well as mercy and forgiveness when they don’t.
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Cool Down (5 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster”
 ■ Item 44: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Church approved snack (small packs 
of candy or fruit snacks), napkins, 
cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing 
the snack.

 ■ Print a Parent Connection for 
each child.

• Explain that God gave Israel commands to help people know Him better and 
follow Him. Ultimately the commands of God point us to the Son of God, Jesus, 
who was the only one ever able to completely obey God’s commands. 

• Distribute small packs of candies to kids. Instruct them to reserve 10 candies from 
the packets and eat the remainder. Ask them to line their candies up to represent 
the commands God gave the people. Recite the commands aloud. After each 
command, kids can eat one more candy.

• Share that one of the great things about God’s Word is that it nourishes us. The 
Bible teaches us that His Word is sweeter than honey or anything else (Psalm 
119:103).

• Distribute Activity Pages and Parent Connection pages as kids depart. Invite them 
to the next meeting of TeamKID. 
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Jesus Is God Incarnate
JESUS IS GOD INCARNATE. HE CAME IN HUMAN FORM AND 

IS FULLY GOD AND FULLY MAN. GOD’S SON TOOK ON FLESH 

AND CAME TO DWELL AMONG HIS PEOPLE.  ISAIAH, THE 

PROPHET CALLED JESUS IMMANUEL, WHICH MEANS GOD 

WITH US.  JESUS HAS COME TO BE WITH US SO THAT HE 

COULD SAVE US.

BIBLE VERSE
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory 
as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth John 1:14

BIBLE STORY  
Jesus Was Born (Luke 2:1-20)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: Jesus understands what it is like to be human.

Older Kids: Jesus is fully God and fully man.

Preteens: Jesus is God in human form.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 47). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 45: “Get to Know 
You Questions”

 ■ Paper
 ■ Baby doll 
 ■ Blanket
 ■ Pens or pencils 

TO DO:
 ■ Print “Get to Know You Questions” and place 
somewhere visible in the room.

 ■ Wrap the baby in a blanket and put it in the 
middle of the room where the kids can sit 
around him.

 ■ Cut pieces of paper in half .

• Coaches should greet each child by name and distribute the paper and pen or 
pencil to each child as he arrives. Read aloud John 1:14 to the children to ensure 
they understand that Jesus came to earth as both fully God and fully human. 
Explain that because He was fully human, He experienced the same temptations 
as they do every day. Ensure that kids understand what temptation means. 

• Instruct kids to go to the center of the room and sit surrounding the baby 
wrapped in a blanket. 

• Ask kids to write their answers to the “Get to Know You Signs” on their paper. 
Discuss answers with the class.

• Explain that Jesus was born and laid in a manger in the town of Bethlehem 
on the other side of the world. Say: “Even though Jesus was God, He was also 
human, and He lived in this world just like you do.” 

• Lead the kids to move quietly to Workout.

Workout (25 minutes) 
• Say: “Jesus came to our world as a human and overcame temptation every day 

of His life. Today we are going to learn about how Jesus was fully God and fully 
human, and He understands what it is like to be you.”

• Instruct the kids to write down different sins. Help them out by reminding them 
of some common sins like lying, disrespecting their parents, hurting our siblings, 
or cheating in a game. 

• Next, ask them to look at the paper and then at the baby in the middle of the circle 
to remember that Jesus had to fight those same temptations every day, and He 
always chose to do the right thing. Tell kids to fold the papers up and place them 
beside the doll, reminding them that Jesus came to pay the punishment for our 
sin. 

• Open your Bible to Luke 2 and tell the Bible story in your own words. Use the 
following as a guide.
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JESUS WAS BORN
BASED ON LUKE 2:1-20

Caesar Augustus, the Roman emperor, ordered everyone to be counted 
in their hometowns. That meant that Joseph had to travel from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem. King David was born in Bethlehem hundreds of years 
earlier, and Joseph was a descendant of David. Mary went to Bethlehem 
with Joseph.

While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary’s 
baby to be born. Mary gave birth to her baby boy in a stable where 
animals live. She wrapped Him tightly in cloths and placed Him in a 
manger, an animal feeding trough. (There was no guest room for them in 
the inn.) 

Outside the city, shepherds cared for their sheep at night. Suddenly, 
an angel stood before them! A bright light shone all around them. The 
shepherds were terrified! The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid! I have 
come to bring you good news. This news is for all people! Today a Savior, 
who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in Bethlehem! You will find the 
baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, a great number of angels appeared and praised God, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those God favors.” The 
angels returned to heaven. 

The shepherds said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see what has 
happened!” 

The shepherds arrived in Bethlehem and found Joseph, Mary, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger, just as the angel had told them.

When the shepherds left, they told everyone they met about the child. 
Everyone was amazed at what the shepherds said. The shepherds went 
back to their sheep. As they went, they praised God for everything they 
had seen and heard.

Mary remembered everything that had happened and thought about it 
often.

• Explain to the children what a manger is if they do not already know. Discuss 
the following: “Why is it important that Jesus had to sleep in a manger? (It shows 
that even though He was a king, he was born and lived in a very ordinary way like 
us.) God wanted to send Jesus to earth to live a very humble life just like we, his 
children, do.”

• Ask: “How does it make you feel that Jesus lived through life with the same 
struggles as you do but never sinned at all?” Allow for discussion. Emphasize that 
while Jesus was tempted, He never wanted to sin because He couldn’t go against 
His nature as God. 

• Explain: “When Jesus was born, He was fully God and fully man. The shepherds 
and angels rejoiced that He had finally come to earth to save the world. They 
gathered around a little baby who looked, felt, and acted just like any other baby, 
but this baby had the power to save the world.” 
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Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity Books
 ■ Sticky notes 

TO DO:
 ■ Write one word from the verse on 
individual sticky notes.

 ■ Attach the sticky notes on the wall 
in the order of the verse.

• Direct the kids to stand in front of the wall with the Bible verse sticky notes. Help 
them read it out loud three to five times. 

• Ask every child to take a sticky note until each one is gone. Make sure they are 
mixed so they are not standing in the order of the words. 

• Instruct the kids to work together to put the verse back in order based on their 
memory. After the verse is together again, read it aloud two more times.  

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Book.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 46: “Bless Prayer Guide”
 ■ Globe or world map
 ■ DVD
 ■ Pens or pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Print out a “Bless Prayer Guide” for 
each child.

 ■ Cue the video to “Gina’s Neighbor-
hood.”

• Find and point out Scotland on a globe or world map. Explain that Gena is a 
missionary who lives and does ministry in Scotland, a country right next to 
England. Say: “Scotland is a country with a history of faith, but many who live 
there are now atheist.”  

• Play the “Gena’s Neighborhood” video. Explain that Gena spends a lot of time 
talking to people who do not know Jesus and that she also spends a lot of time 
praying for them to know God.  

• Hand out the “Bless Prayer Guide” and tell the kids that you will now be spending 
some time blessing Gena in prayer since she blesses people in Scotland. Have 
them spend time filling out the guide then split into pairs to pray through their 
prayer guide.  
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Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 2: paper plates,  
petroleum jelly, cotton balls

 ■ Activity 3: metal spoons, tennis 
table ball, masking tape

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 2: Set the two plates on the 
opposite ends of each table. Fill one 
plate on each table with cotton balls.
Put a dollop of petroleum jelly on the 
end of each player’s nose. 

 ■ Activity 3: Use the masking tape to 
make a starting line and a finish line on 
the floor.  

1. SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS 
• Create two teams by counting kids. Instead of counting, “one, two, one, two,” say, 

“shepherds, angels, shepherds, angels,” and so on. 

• Line up each team opposite each other, no more than 20 feet apart, and hold 
hands. Have one team call the name of a player from the opposite team. That 
player will then run across and attempt to break the chain of linked hands. 

• If that child doesn’t break the chain, they have to join the other team’s link. If they 
do, they can go back to their own link. The first team to get all the players on their 
side wins. 

• Say: “In this game, you had to hold your hands tight while someone tried to break 
through. It was hard. Sometimes you held the invader out, and sometimes you 
let them in. When Jesus came to earth, He joined our link. He was human like us. 
However, He never sinned. Jesus was both fully God and fully man.”

2. COTTON NOSE 
• Create small groups of players—one team for each table with cotton balls. 

• Direct the players to line up behind the plate of cotton balls. Once you call “go,” 
the players should pick up a cotton ball with their nose, take it to the end of the 
table, and try to shake it off onto the plate. The first team to get all their cotton 
balls onto the other end of the table wins. 

• Say: “In today’s Bible story we learned that Jesus is fully God and fully man. We 
are just human. We sometimes sin and need each other to remind and encourage 
us to repent of sin. So just like we encouraged each other to win the games, let’s 
encourage each other to confess our sin to God and ask His forgiveness.” (1 John 
1:9)

3. TENNIS BALL RACE 
• Give each child a tennis table ball and a spoon and send them to the start line. 

• Tell kids to put one hand behind their backs. With the other hand, they will hold 
their tennis table balls on their spoons. Once you say “go,” the students will race 
to the finish line without allowing the ball to fall. The first across the line without 
their ball falling wins. 



TeamKID: Setting the Pace LEADER GUIDE  53

• Say: “Wasn’t it hard to hold that ball steady? Some of you messed up and dropped 
your ball and had to start over. In a similar way, we all sin. We all miss the mark 
and are sinners. That is why we need Jesus. Only His power can forgive us from 
our sin and give us new life in Him.”

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster”
 ■ Item 48: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Church approved snack (candy canes), 
napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster 
listing the snack.

 ■ Print a “Parent Connection” 
for each child. 

• Say: “God sent His Son to earth so that He could die for our sins. When Jesus 
came, He was fully God, but He was also fully human. The shepherds were 
so excited when they found out that God had finally sent His Son. They were 
thankful that Jesus had come to live a humble life like theirs. Let’s thank Him for 
coming to earth and experiencing pain and temptation so that we could all be 
saved and live with Him in heaven one day.” 

• Distribute the candy canes. Remind children as they eat their snack, that the 
candy cane can remind them of “J” for Jesus. 

• Review the Bible verse together. Then ask a volunteer to lead a closing prayer, 
thanking God for sending His Son to earth and asking Him for strength to fight 
temptation like He did.  

• Distribute this week’s Activity Page and Parent Connection to children as they are 
dismissed.  
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Jesus Went to the Temple
TWELVE-YEAR-OLD JESUS WENT TO THE TEMPLE WITH 

HIS PARENTS, FAMILY,  AND FRIENDS. HE STAYED BEHIND 

IN THE TEMPLE TO LISTEN AND ASK QUESTIONS. LUKE 2 

CONCLUDES WITH AN EXPLANATION OF HOW JESUS GREW 

WISE AND STRONG. THE TRUEST WISDOM IN LIFE COMES 

FROM A CONNECTION TO GOD’S WORD. GOD WANTS 

PEOPLE TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM THROUGH 

PRAYER AND OBEYING HIS WORD. GOD WANTS PEOPLE TO 

COMMUNICATE WITH HIM BY PRAYING AND READING THEIR 

BIBLE DAILY.

BIBLE VERSE
For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged 
sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12

BIBLE STORY  
Jesus Went to the Temple (Luke 2:40-52)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God wants people to communicate with Him by praying and reading 
the Bible

Older Kids: God wants people to communicate with Him by praying and reading 
the Bible daily.

Preteens: God wants people to communicate with Him and study the Bible daily.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 51). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)
• Leaders should greet each child by name. As each child comes into the room, 

create groups of two or three. Lead them sit together. 

• Ask the kids to think of their favorite Bible story. Then, even if their partner 
already knows the story, direct them to tell that story to their partner(s). 

• Ask: “How could you just tell that story to your partner so quickly?” (You have 
heard or read it many times before this, so you knew it very well.)

• Explain that when we spend time learning and studying a story that we love, we 
can know it by heart and share it with others.

Workout (25 minutes) 
• Lead the kids to turn around to their partners one more time and discuss the best 

news they ever got.  

• Ask: “Do you all know that the word gospel means ‘good news’? The story of 
Jesus coming to earth to die for us is the very best news we could ever ask for. 
Because it is the best news we can ask for, God wants us to read it every day. He 
wants us to read and obey every word in this amazing Book He gave to us.”

• Open your Bible to Luke 2. Tell the Bible story below in your own words. Use the 
following as a guide:

JESUS WENT TO THE TEMPLE
BASED ON LUKE 2:41-52

 
When Jesus was 12 years old, He went with Mary and Joseph and a large 
group of family and friends to Jerusalem. They were all going for the 
Passover celebration.

When the celebration was over, Mary, Joseph, and everyone else 
started home. Everyone except Jesus. Jesus stayed behind, but Mary and 
Joseph did not know.

At the end of the day, after traveling all day long, Mary and Joseph 
could not find Jesus. They were worried. They returned to Jerusalem. 
After three days they found Him in the temple, listening to the teachers 
and asking questions.

Mary said, “Your father and I have been so worried! We searched for 
You.”

Jesus replied, “Didn’t you know I would be in my Father’s house?”
Jesus went home and always obeyed Mary and Joseph. He continued 

to grow strong and wise.
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• Ask the following questions: 

• Why did Jesus choose to stay back at the temple? (He wanted to spend time in 
His Father’s house and even learn more about His Father in heaven). Why were 
Mary and Joseph worried? (They could not find Jesus). 

• How do you think Jesus grew strong and wise? (He continued to spend time 
with God). 

• Explain: “Jesus knew how important it was to spend time with God. God put this 
story in the Bible because He wanted us to do the same thing. He wants us to 
spend time learning more about who He is through prayer and reading the Bible.”

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 49: “Memory Verse Activity” 
 ■ Markers or crayons
 ■ Activity Books 

TO DO:
 ■ Print the “Memory Verse Activity,” 
one copy for each child.

• Give each child the piece of paper and some coloring utensils. Read the verse 
aloud with them twice. Ask the kids to spend a few minutes drawing what that 
verse sounds like to them. 

• Read the verse together again then ask: “Why do you think it is important to 
read the Bible?” (It helps us grow closer to God, It teaches us the thoughts and 
intentions of our hearts).  

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Book.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 50: “Barrier  
Breakdown”

 ■ Item 50: “Barrier Bricks”
 ■ Writing utensils
 ■ Map or globe
 ■ DVD

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the “Making Dreams Come True” 
video.

 ■ Print out Item 50: “Barrier Breakdown,” and 
“Barrier Bricks,” (enough for each child to 
have one brick).

• Point out Syria on the map and explain that there is a great war going on in Syria 
right now. Also explain that in that country, less than one percent of people are 
Christians. Say something like: “That means that if there were one-hundred 
people in this class, only one person would be a Christian.” 

• Play the “Making Dreams Come True” video. Say: “Noora is just like you and me. 
She has dreams and aspirations that she wants for herself and her family, but she 
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cannot have those things as long as there is a war in her country. We need to pray 
that through the war, people like Noora can hear the good news of Jesus.” 

• Give the kids the Barrier Breakdown handout and have them unscramble the 
words. Explain that each of these words is a “barrier” to the gospel. Then explain 
how it is a barrier. For example, most families in that region are Muslim and do 
not believe in Jesus, therefore, their families might be mad that they became a 
Christian. 

• Hand out the Barrier Bricks. Ask one person with a brick to say a prayer that their 
barrier would be broken in Syria. Tell the kids to keep their bricks and pray for 
Noora and her community when they see that brick. 

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Item 49: “Old or New 
Testament,” two pieces of paper, 
timer

 ■ Activity 2: Beach towel, five to six 
balloons

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Write Old and New on the 
two separate pieces of paper. Print 
the “Old or New Testament” and cut 
apart the cards.

 ■ Activity 2: Inflate the balloons. 

1. OLD OR NEW TESTAMENT?
• Divide the cards evenly among players. Set the timer for five minutes and ask the 

players to put each Bible character in the correct category: Old or New Testament. 

• After the timer goes off, tell players to sit down. Ask them to think back to the 
beginning of your time together and think about the Bible story they told their 
partner in Warm-Up. Then explain that they should know these stories just as 
well or better than any other story because they teach us about God. 

• Say: “We all need to learn more about God’s Word. Jesus was the only one who 
had the power to know everything, and even He spent more time learning about 
God’s Word by reading the Bible and praying.”

2. BALLOON BOOP 
• Form players into groups of two.  

• Direct the players to hold both ends of a towel so that the towel is taut. Place a few 
balloons on top of the towel and start a timer for 25 seconds. 

• Tell them to shake the towel while trying to keep the balloons from dropping to 
the grond the whole time. Move on to the next team of players. The team that 
keep the balloons on the towel for the longest period of time wins.  

• Ask: “How hard was it to keep the balloons from dropping to the ground? Would it 
have been easier if there had just been one balloon?”

• Explain: “If each balloon represented one of God’s commands for Christians to 
live, we can see how hard it is to keep everything together at once. If the towel 
could have gotten bigger, it might have been easier to keep all our balloons up. 
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The towel might not have been capable of growing, but our knowledge of God’s 
Word can. The more we read the Bible and pray, the better tools we have to keep 
all His commands.”

3. SHARE THE STORY 
• This is a variation of the game “Telephone.” Sit the players in a straight line beside 

one another. 

• Whisper in the first player’s ear short, one-sentence, stories. One example might 
be: “One time I went to the mall and got a giant green sweater.” Instruct that 
player pass the story down the line until it reaches the last player.

• Say: “It is hard to retell a story when you only hear it one time. We need to know 
the story of Jesus very well on our own, so that when we go to tell it to someone 
else, we are telling the right story and not just repeating what we thought we 
heard.”  
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Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 52: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Church approved snack (round 
cookies), napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack.

• Distribute snack to kids. Say: “Even Jesus wanted to spend time with God. He 
knew the importance of learning the Word, and we need to be willing to do the 
same. Did you know that little Jewish boys would memorize the entire first five 
books of the Bible before they were twelve? That means that Jesus had already 
spent lots of time getting to know God’s Word, and He still wanted more time. 
Let’s think about how we can make time every day to read our Bibles and pray so 
we can grow closer to God too.”

• Review the Bible verse together if time allows. Ask a volunteer to lead a closing 
prayer, thanking God for His Word and asking Him to help us grow and learn 
more about God.  

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as children are 
dismissed.  
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Jesus Was a Teacher 
JESUS TOLD MANY STORIES IN HIS LIFE TO HELP HIS 

FOLLOWERS UNDERSTAND WHO HE IS AND HOW WE 

SHOULD ACT. MANY OF THESE STORIES REVOLVED AROUND 

GOD’S LOVE. GOD SHOWS HIS LOVE TO PEOPLE AROUND 

THE WORLD NO MATTER WHERE THEY ARE FROM, HOW 

MUCH MONEY THEY HAVE, OR WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE.  GOD 

HAS MORE LOVE THAN WE CAN EVER UNDERSTAND, AND HIS 

LOVE IS THE GREATEST GIFT WE CAN EVER RECEIVE. 

BIBLE VERSE
Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not 
know God because God is love. 1 John 4:7-8

BIBLE STORY  
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God shows His love to people.

Older Kids: God loves and values people around the world.

Preteens: God loves and values people around the world, no matter their status, 
race, or ethnicity.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 55). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Blindfolds for each student. 

• Start the class by greeting each child as they come into the room. After everyone 
is there, put blindfolds on each student and tell them they can no longer make 
any sounds. 

• Next, pair the students together, girls with girls and boys with boys, and place 
them standing in front of one another. Tell them to give the other person the best 
high five they can give. Separate the pairs and have them take their blindfolds off. 

• Ask: “Do you know who you gave a high five?” 

• Explain that even though God gave us each different stories, placed us in 
different families, and even gave us different colors of our skin, He loves us all the 
same because we are His children. He loves our differences, but He never treats 
us differently because of them and neither should we. 

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ A piece of construction paper for each child, five adhesive 
bandages per child, pens, pencils, or markers

• Give each child a piece of construction paper and a writing utensil. Ask them to 
put the adhesive bandages all over the paper and write five groups of people who 
the world might say do not deserve God’s love. 

• Say: “The world loves to put labels on people. Whether it is a good label or bad 
label, we often try to define who deserves and does not deserve love. However, 
we don’t think about the fact that we are all sinners who need God’s grace. In 
the following story, Jesus was teaching His disciples about how God loves His 
children.”

• Open your Bible to Luke 15. Tell the Bible story in your own words, or use the 
following as a guide. 
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THE PRODIGAL SON
BASED ON LUKE 15:11-32

 
Jesus was teaching His disciples about God’s love. He told this story:

A man had two sons. The younger son asked for his inheritance (the 
money and property that would be his when the father died). The father 
gave the son his part, and the young man left home.

The young son foolishly wasted his money. Then a famine came. He 
was homeless and hungry. He found a job feeding a farmer’s pigs. He 
was so hungry, even the pig’s food looked tasty to him!

The son thought, All of the workers in my father’s house have enough 
food to eat. I’ll go home. I’ll tell my father I have sinned. I will ask him to 
let me be one of his farm workers. 

The son left for his father’s house. The father had been waiting for his 
son to come home. While the son was still a long way off, the father saw 
the son, ran to him, and hugged him. 

“I am not worthy to be your son,” the young man said.
His father called for the servants. “Quick! Bring out the best robe! Put 

a ring on my son’s finger and sandals on his feet. Let’s celebrate with a 
feast!”

The father’s older son came in from working in the fields. He heard the 
music of the feast. He asked one of the servants what was happening. 

“Your brother came home,” the servant said, “and your father is 
celebrating.”

The older son was angry and refused to go in the house. The father 
came out to talk to the older son. “I have never disobeyed you,” the older 
son said, “but you have never given me a party.”

The father explained, “Son, you are always with me. Everything I have 
is yours. But we have to celebrate! Your brother is alive! He was lost, but 
he is found!”

• Explain: “Even though the son rejected his family in the beginning, his father 
never stopped loving him. He waited patiently for the son to return even though 
he did not have to.”

• Ask the following questions: 

• Do you think the son deserved the big party he was thrown? 

• How have we rejected God our lives? (Sin)

• Explain: “God loves His children no matter what they have done in the past, and 
He patiently waits for them to return to His house. He does this because God 
is love. We do not deserve that love, but He gives it to us anyway as a great and 
everlasting gift.”
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Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 53: “Hop Scotch 
Board”

 ■ Activity Books

TO DO:
 ■ Print Item 53: “Hop Scotch Board”  
 ■ Write verse on the board.

• Read the memory verse aloud together two to three times.  

• Send each child jump on the hop scotch board and read the verse aloud as she 
jumps. After everyone has a turn, ask if anyone can go again without reading the 
words, just from memory. 

• Read the verse together again then say: “Because we are naturally sinful, loving 
others when we don’t want to can sometimes seem exhausting, but God gives us 
the power to do it anyway. We need to pray that God will make us excited to love 
others in our daily lives.” 

• Lead children to complete this week’s pages in their Activity Book.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 54: “Ghana Map” 
 ■ Item 54: “Hauns Family Photo”
 ■ Various personal items that represent 
aspects of your life (pillow, plate, book, 
something from work, bottle of shampoo, 
and so forth)

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “The Hauns 
in Ghana.” 

• Display the “Hauns Family Photo” and explain that the Hauns family live in 
Ghana, West Africa. Play “The Hauns in Ghana” video.  

• Point out Ghana on the “Ghana Map” or globe. Explain that being a missionary 
is not like living in a constant vacation in another country. The family has to 
balance work, family, and sharing the gospel every single day. To illustrate this, 
ask one volunteer to come up and hold their arms out. Ask another volunteer to 
try to stack all the items you brought from home on the first volunteer’s hand.  

• After a few kids try this, explain that it is hard to balance our lives and still 
remember to share the gospel, and that without God’s help, one of those things is 
sure to fall. 

• Spend time asking the kids to pray that God will help the Haun family balance 
their family, work, and missionary work well. Pray that God will bring people to 
know Himself because of the Hauns’ work. Finally, pray that Trey, a child their 
age, will get the opportunity to share the good news of Jesus with other kids in 
Ghana.  
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Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Paper and pen
 ■ Activity 2: Small foam cups
 ■ Activity 3: Chairs, worship music

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Create the list of kind 
acts.

 ■ Activity 3: Set chairs in a circle, 
one for every child but one, set up 
music. 

1. KINDNESS SCAVENGER HUNT
• Form the group into the number of teams to equal the coaches you have.  

•  Make a list of acts of kindness everyone can feasibly do during your time. Some 
examples might be pick up a toy in the room and put it away, hold the door for 
someone, say something kind to each member of your team, and so forth. Set a 
timer for five minutes and tell the players to do as many acts of kindness as they 
can—they can even make up new ones with their coach. 

• Say: “Thank you all for going out of your way to be kind to everyone here. Have 
you ever thought about how much Jesus went through to show us love? We have 
sinned against Him so many times, and He came down to earth to live and die for 
us anyway. The least we can do is follow Him and show His love to other people 
made in His image.”

2. BUILT BY GOD’S LOVE 
• Form players into two teams with one coach on each team. Once the leader says 

“Go,” one player at a time will tell them a way they have experienced God’s love. 
Then that player will set their cup down. The next player will do the same. The 
players should be seeking to build a tower with the cups. 

• Allow the players to work for about five minutes, building towers of foam cups 
that represent God’s love.  

• Say: “Look at how tall God’s love is just based on examples from this room! He has 
loved us all in big ways, and these are just a few of those ways. No one’s cup is 
better than another, but they all work together to show how big and great God’s 
love really is.”

3. MUSICAL CHAIRS 
• Start music and direct players to walk around the room. When the music stops, 

players will fight to sit in a chair. The one left standing is out of the game. 
Continue playing, taking one or two chairs out each round, until there is only one 
student left. 

• Explain to the final two students that if one had allowed the other student to have 
the last chair, it would mean that they wouldn’t get it. Ask: “Is kindness always 
what we would call ‘fair’?” (No, sometimes we have to give up things in order 
to be kind). Remind the players that we are naturally prone to want the best for 
ourselves, but God calls us to love one another by even giving up things we want. 
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Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 56: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Activity Pages, snacks, napkins, 
cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack. 

 ■ Print a Parent Connection for each 
child.

• Distribute snacks to the kids. Say: “Showing God’s love is not always easy. In fact, 
we are promised that it will be hard. The father did not have to wait for the son. 
He had been disrespected and dishonored by his son, but he chose love anyways. 
God wants us to show the same love in our life. By doing this, we can show 
people what God has already done for us by loving us so much that He sent His 
only Son to the world to save us. 

• Review the Bible verse together if time allows. Ask a volunteer to lead a closing 
prayer, thanking God for His love that doesn’t discriminate among people and 
asking Him to help us love people in the same way.  

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as children are 
dismissed.  
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Jesus Performed Miracles
JESUS IS FULLY GOD AND FULLY MAN. BECAUSE HE IS BOTH 

GOD AND MAN, HE COULD DO THINGS THAT NO OTHER 

PERSON COULD DO, LIKE PERFORM MIRACLES.  BECAUSE 

JESUS WAS GOD IN HUMAN FORM, HE HAD GOD’S POWER 

AND USED THAT POWER TO GLORIFY GOD. JESUS WASN’T 

AN ORDINARY RABBI .  HE WAS ABLE TO PERFORM INCREDIBLE 

MIRACLES BECAUSE HE HAD THE POWER OF GOD. 

BIBLE VERSE
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, 
even if he dies, will live.” John 11:25

BIBLE STORY  
Jesus Healed Ten Men (Luke 17:11-19); Jesus Raised Lazarus (John 11:1-44)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.

Older Kids: Jesus Performed miracles through the power of God.

Preteens: Jesus performed miracles because He is God’s Son.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 59). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 57: “Memory Verse Poster” 
 ■ Dried up play dough and regular play 
dough

TIP:
 ■ If you need to, allow the 
play dough to sit out the 
night before. 

• Start the class by greeting each child as they come into the room. Hand them 
each a small ball of dried play dough and tell them they can play with it for the 
first five minutes of class. 

• After that five minutes is over, say: “How hard was it to play with the play dough 
since it was dried?” 

•  Explain that because of our sinful world, things get old and decayed. There is 
disease and death, and there is often nothing that any human like us can do 
about that.

• Display the Memory Verse Poster and read the verse aloud. Explain that Jesus 
is the resurrection and the life. He came to make all things new. Give children 
regular play dough and ask them to mold their play dough into something God 
created. 

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Bibles, index cards, pen 
and pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Make sure you have enough Bibles for each 
TeamKID to have one or for two to share.

 ■ Print the following references on separate 
index cards: John 6:16-21; Mark 4:35-41; 
John 6:1-13; Mark 10:46-52; Mark 7:31-37; 
Matthew 9:1-8; Luke 8:40-56; Mark 1:21-28

• Distribute the Bibles to the kids. Comment: “In today’s meeting we will learn 
about two miracles Jesus performed. The Gospels are full of miracles that Jesus 
used to help people in different ways. Sometimes He healed, but He always used 
them to teach about the nature of God.”

• Give each pair of kids a pencil and an index card with a reference. Tell them to 
look up the reference in the Bible and write down on the card the miracle that 
Jesus performed. Let each pair report to the group.

• Say: “Good job. Today you will hear about two other miracles Jesus performed.” 
Use the following as a guide to tell the Bible stories in your own words.
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JESUS HEALED TEN MEN
BASED ON LUKE 17:11-19

Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem. As He started to enter a village, He saw 
10 men standing away from the city. They were sick with leprosy, a bad 
skin disease. They had sores all over their bodies, and they could not get 
close to people. If they got too close, the other people would get sick, too. 

The 10 men had heard about Jesus. When they heard that Jesus was 
coming near their village, they shouted to Jesus. “Help us!” they shouted. 
Jesus loved them and wanted to help them. He said, “Go to the priests 
(church leaders). Show them your arms and legs.”

The men started walking. As they walked, they noticed that the leprosy 
was … gone! All the sores on their bodies had disappeared. Jesus had 
healed them! It was a miracle! Jesus had healed the sick men!

One of the men stopped walking. He turned around and ran back to 
Jesus. In a loud voice, the man praised and thanked God. The man knelt 
down in front of Jesus. “Thank You, Jesus!” the man said. Jesus replied, 
“Get up and go on your way.” Then Jesus said, “Were not 10 healed? 
Where are the other nine?” Out of the 10 lepers who were healed, only 
one came back and thanked Jesus. 

JESUS RAISED LAZARUS
BASED ON JOHN 11:1-44

Lazarus was a friend of Jesus. Mary and Martha, his sisters, sent Jesus a 
message: “Lord, the one You love is sick.”

Jesus did not go to Lazarus right away. He said, “This sickness will not 
end in death. It will be for the glory of God.” He stayed where He was for 
two days.

At the end of two days, Jesus said, “Let’s go to Judea.”
The disciples worried. “The Jews tried to stone You. You are going 

there again?”
Jesus told them, “Lazarus is dead. Let us go to him.” When Jesus 

arrived, Lazarus’ body had been in a tomb for four days.
Martha came to meet Jesus on the road. She said, “If You had been 

here, my brother wouldn’t have died. But I know that whatever you ask 
from God, God will give You.”

Jesus told Martha, “Everyone who believes in Me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 

Martha said, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”
Martha went back to her house and told her sister Mary that Jesus was 

calling for her. Mary quickly went to the place where Jesus was standing. 
She said, “If you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

Jesus went to Lazarus’ tomb. He wept. Then Jesus said, “Remove the 
stone!”

Martha said, “Lord, his body is decaying. It’s been four days!” 
Jesus reminded her, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?” So they removed the stone. 
Jesus prayed, “Father, thank You for hearing Me. May the people 
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believe You sent Me.” Then He shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 
Lazarus walked out of the tomb, still wrapped in strips of cloth. Jesus 

said, “Unwrap him and let him go.”

• Explain: “No normal human like you or me could ever complete any of these 
miracles. We do not even have the power to save ourselves. What do you think 
these two stories have in common?”

• Read Romans 6:23 and ask: “What is the punishment for our sin? How does Jesus 
save us from death?”

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity Books (1 per child)

TO DO:
 ■ Write the Bible verse on a dry-erase 
board.

• Read the memory verse aloud together three times.   

• Erase three or four words from the board then read the verse together again, 
filling in the blanks by memory. Erase more words, read the verse again, and 
repeat until there are no words left on the board and everyone can say the verse 
by memory.   

• Say: “Jesus teaches us that He is the resurrection and the life. When we believe in 
Him, we have eternal life.” 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s pages in their Activity Books.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 58: “Cuba to Ecuador Map” 
or globe

 ■ Laundry basket, balloons, DVD

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “The Best Summer.” 
Blow up balloons. Clear some space 
for an active game.

• Put the laundry basket on the floor and separate the kids into two teams, the 
“getter-inners” and the “keeper-outers.” 

• Explain that the getter-inners have one goal: to volley or toss the balloon into 
the laundry basket. They may not make physical contact with the keeper-outers. 
The keeper-outers should form a tight circle around the laundry basket, facing 
outward with hands clasped behind their backs. They may not use their hands or 
feet, but can block the balloon with their heads and shoulders. Referee for safety 
throughout the game. When a team successfully lands the balloon in the basket, 
switch roles and play again.  
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• Point out Cuba and Ecuador on the map or globe. Explain that for years, 
government rules made it extremely difficult to get in or out of the island nation 
of Cuba, but times have changed, and two missionaries have left the country to 
do something extraordinary.

• Show the video. 

• Pray as a group that God will continue to bring up missionaries in Cuba to go 
around the world and be missionaries.

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Cones or 
tape, large cube-shaped 
box, permanent marker, 
CD or digital playlist of 
music

 ■ Activity 2: index cards, 
pen, masking Tape

 ■ Activity 3: Half-sheets of  
construction paper, 
marker, masking tape, 
one roll per team

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Use the cones or masking tape to 
designate six areas around the outside edges 
of a large space. Use the box and marker to 
make a large number cube. Print the numbers 
1–6 on separate faces of the box. 

 ■ Activity 2: Print the Memory Verse on sep-
arate index cards, one word per card. Make 
as many sets as you have teams. Mix up the 
cards and  lay each teams set of cards in a 
pile against one wall. 

 ■ Activity 3: Print the letters for Jesus Per-
formed Miracles on half-sheets of construc-
tion paper, one letter per paper. Make one set 
per team. 

1. SIX CORNERS
• Form kids in one group in the center of the play area. Point out the six areas along 

the outside. Tell kids that you will play music while they move around the room. 
When the music stops, everyone must choose one of the six areas to stand. When 
all have chosen where to stand, you will roll the giant cube. The kids in the area 
with the same number will have to tell one of Jesus’ miracles.

• Play several rounds as time allows. Decide whether you will allow kids to repeat 
miracles or not. Comment: “Jesus was fully man, but also fully God. He was able 
to use the power of God to perform miracles.” 

2. MEMORY VERSE RELAY 
• Form teams of six to eight kids. Line up each team across the room from a stack 

of cards. The first person on each team should walk quickly to the team’s stack of 
cards, retrieve one card, and return. Play continues with the next person on the 
team and so on. 

• When all of the cards have been retrieved, the team should work together to put 
the verse in order. To make this game more challenging for older kids, give each 
person a different way to move to the cards and back, such as hop, skip, hop on 
one foot, and so on.
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3. WORD SCRAMBLE 
• Form kids into two or more teams. Give each team a set of letters. Say: “Today we 

heard two stories about Jesus that could not have been possible if Jesus were not 
fully God and fully man. Unscramble your letters to form three words relating to 
today’s meeting. Use the tape to attach your completed words on the wall.”

• When kids have unscrambled their words, remind them that Jesus used the 
power of God to perform miracle. 

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 60: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Church approved snacks, napkins, cups of 
water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster 
listing the snack.

• Distribute snacks to kids. 

• Say: “Jesus had the ability to perform miracles that we could never dream of. He 
healed people of life-long diseases, deathly diseases, and even death itself. The 
most important miracle of all, however, was Jesus’ resurrection from death on 
the cross. Because Jesus is God, He has power over everything, including death. 
When we trust Jesus for salvation, He saves us from our sin and restores us to a 
right relationship with Him.”

• Review the Bible verse together if time allows. Then ask a volunteer to lead a 
closing prayer, thanking God for saving us from the death that sin brings.  

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as children are 
dismissed.  



72  LEADER GUIDE TeamKID: Setting the Pace

Jesus is the Savior
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN STUCK IN A SITUATION WHERE 

SOMEONE HAD TO COME SAVE YOU? MAYBE YOU COULDN’T 

SWIM AND NEEDED A LIFEGUARD TO SAVE YOU OR MAYBE 

YOU CLIMBED A TREE TOO HIGH AND YOUR DAD HAD TO 

COME HELP YOU DOWN. SOMEONE WHO SAVES IS CALLED A 

“SAVIOR,”  AND THAT IS WHAT JESUS IS FOR US.  BECAUSE WE 

ARE ALL SINNERS,  WE DESERVE TO BE PUNISHED. JESUS IS 

THE ONE WHO SAVES US FROM THE PENALTY OF OUR SINS.    

BIBLE VERSE
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we 
might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 1 Peter 2:24

BIBLE STORY  
The Crucifixion and Resurrection (Matthew 26:38–28:10)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: Jesus was sent to be my Savior.

Older Kids: Jesus is the Messiah and Savior.

Preteens: God sent Jesus to fulfill His promise of redemption.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 63). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 61: “Cross Poster”
 ■ Blindfolds, pieces of paper, markers or 
crayons

TO DO:
 ■ Attach the Cross Poster to 
a wall.

• Start the class by greeting each child as they come into the room. Pair up the 
children, and give the pairs a piece of paper, some markers or crayons, and a 
blindfold. One player needs to be blindfolded for each pair. 

• Instruct the players who are not blindfolded to describe the photo to their partner 
while they draw it without using the word cross. They can describe the colors. 
The team with the photo that best matches the big photo wins. 

• Explain that without the partner who could see the whole picture, the blindfolded 
partner could not have drawn the picture.  

Workout (25 minutes) 
• In their pairs, ask the players to discuss some things that they cannot do by 

themselves, then ask each group to share one thing they thought of with the 
group. 

• Read John 3:16. Explain that because we are limited human beings, we cannot 
expect that we are capable of everything—especially saving ourselves from the 
punishment of sin. Thankfully, God knew that and wanted to send us a way of 
salvation because He loves us so much.

• Open your Bible to Luke 26. Use the following to tell the Bible story in your own 
words. 

THE CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION
BASED ON LUKE 26:36-28:10

Jesus went with His disciples to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. He 
knew that He was about to die. He prayed, “If it is possible, Father, let this 
pass! But not what I want, but what You want.”

While He was praying, Judas, one of the disciples, led a large crowd to 
the garden. Men carrying swords and clubs arrested Jesus. Judas kissed 
Jesus so the men would know whom to arrest. When they grabbed 
Jesus, all of His disciples ran away. 

The crowd took Jesus to the Jewish high priest. The high priest 
accused Jesus of speaking against God, and witnesses told lies about 
Him. “He deserves death!” the leaders decided. The crowd spit in Jesus’ 
face and beat Him.
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Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, waited outside. “You were with Jesus,” 
some people said. Three times Peter said that he did not know Jesus. 

The next morning, Pilate, the governor, agreed to put Jesus to death. 
Jesus was beaten. Soldiers put a robe on Jesus and placed a crown of 
sharp thorns on His head. They mocked Him and beat Him. They nailed 
Jesus to a cross, and they put a sign above His head that said, “This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Jesus died on the cross.

Jesus’ friends put His body in a tomb. A big stone was sealed in front of 
the tomb so that no one could steal Jesus’ body, and soldiers guarded the 
tomb. 

On the third day Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the 
tomb. Suddenly, there was a violent earthquake, and an angel of the 
Lord came down from heaven and rolled back the stone. The angel said, 
“Don’t be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus. He is not here! He has 
risen, just like He said. Look, you can see where He was. Go and tell His 
disciples what has happened. They should go to Galilee; they will see him 
there.” 

The women ran to tell the disciples the good news. Jesus met them 
and greeted them. The women knelt and worshiped Him. Jesus told 
them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell the disciples to go to Galilee, and they 
will see Me there.”

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Beach ball, permanent  
marker, Activity Book (one per 
child)

TO DO:
 ■ Write all the words of the memory 
verse scrambled on the beach ball with 
the marker. Write the memory verse on 
the board

• Read the memory verse aloud together three times.   

• Erase the verse, and instruct the players to form a circle. Toss the ball to a 
player who will say the first word of the Bible verse. They can look at the ball for 
reference, then toss it to someone else. Toss around the ball until the team has 
gone through the entire verse two times.

• Say: “Jesus’ death for our salvation was not easy. He suffered for our sins. Jesus 
died to take our penalty for sin. Because Jesus took our penalty, we have the 
opportunity to spend eternity in heaven.” 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Books.
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Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 62: “Burkina Faso Photos” 
 ■ Globe or map

TO DO:
 ■ Print out Burkina Faso photos.
 ■ Cue the “Thanks from Anna”  
missions video.

• Point out Burkina Faso on a globe or map. Explain that many people live in this 
tiny country, but most of them do not know Jesus as their Savior. Show the 
students the photos you printed out of this people group. 

• Show the missions video “Thanks from Anna.”

• Pair the kids together and instruct them to tell one another the story of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. This time, they are not allowed to use the words cross, 
died, tomb, or resurrect. 

• After they have finished, explain: “It was really hard to think of the words to tell 
that story, wasn’t it? It is the same for missionaries trying to share the Gospel. Did 
you know that most languages do not have a word for sin. Missionaries have to 
get very creative when trying to tell the story of Jesus.” 

• Ask kids to get back in their pairs and pray that God would help Anna and other 
missionaries in countries like Burkina Faso to know the words to help them share 
the Gospel so that other people can know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

Tournament (20 Minutes) 
1. BELLY LAUGH
• Invite each player to lie down on his or her back, then instruct another child 

to lie down with his or her head on the other player’s belly. The players should 
continue doing this until they are all lying down. 

• Choose one player to begin by shouting “Ha!” The next player will should say 
“ha-ha” and so on. The objective is to get through all the players as many times 
as possible without bursting into laughter. Eventually, the entire group will be 
laughing and everyone can sit up. 

• Say: “Laughter is contagious, isn’t it? Did you know that joy is contagious too? 
When we think about how Jesus saved us from our sin, it should produce so 
much joy inside of us that we cannot help but beam with joy and tell everyone we 
know about it.”

2. GATHER EVERYONE TAG 
• Designate one player as It.

• Once the coach says, “Go,” It will try to tag someone. Once It tags a player, the 
player links onto It. Every time someone is tagged, that person has to link onto 
the human chain until everyone has been tagged.  

• Say: “Even though we like to run away, God wants us all to be connected with 



76  LEADER GUIDE TeamKID: Setting the Pace

Him. He will not only call us until we come to Him, but He will even use His other 
children gather us as well. Most importantly, He promises not to leave any of His 
children behind.”

3. COACH SAYS
• Line all the players up in front of you. Explain that they will play a version of 

“Simon Says.” (Explain the rules to any players who do not know how to play the 
game.) Replace the word Simon with coach. Play until only one player is left. 

• Ask: “Why do you think it is important to follow my lead in this game?” Then 
explain: “Jesus asks us to follow His lead too. Do you think it is important for us to 
follow His lead even after He has saved us? If so, why?” (If He has the power and 
desire to save us, we should trust that He knows what is best for us.) 
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Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster”
 ■ Item 64: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Church approved snacks,  
napkins, ups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack. 

 ■ Distribute snacks to kids.

• Distribute snacks to kids.

• Say: “When Adam and Even sinned in the garden, they brought sin into the world. 
Even so, God promised that he would make another way to connect Himself with 
people. Jesus was the way. Jesus came to earth and lived a perfect life as God 
Incarnate. He teaches us about Himself through the Bible. He shows great love 
to us. He even performed miracles. He died and was made alive so that you and 
I could be with Him forever. Because of Him, we don’t have to experience the 
punishment of sin that we deserve.”

• Review the Bible verse together if time allows. Then ask a volunteer to lead a 
closing prayer, thanking God for sending His Son to earth to be our Savior and 
asking Him to save our friends who do not yet know Him.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as children are 
dismissed.  
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Jesus Promised the Holy 
Spirit
WHILE JESUS RESIDED ON EARTH, HIS PEOPLE COULD 

PHYSICALLY FOLLOW HIM AROUND, ASK HIM QUESTIONS, 

AND HEAR HIS TEACHINGS. SO, WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR 

US? WE ARE HERE ON EARTH AND HE IS IN HEAVEN, SO HOW 

ARE WE TO FOLLOW HIM? BEFORE JESUS WENT BACK TO 

HEAVEN, HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD SEND HIS SPIRIT TO 

LIVE IN CHRISTIANS AND HELP US.  TODAY WE WILL LEARN 

WHO THE HOLY SPIRIT IS AND HOW HE HELPS US BETTER 

FOLLOW JESUS. 

BIBLE VERSE
The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and remind you of everything I have told you. John 14:26

BIBLE STORY  
Jesus Promised the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-11)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: The Holy Spirit helps people understand God’s plan of salvation. 

Older Kids: The Holy Spirit urges people to receive God’s salvation. 

Preteens: The Holy Spirit is given to a person when he or she accepts Jesus as 
Savior and Lord. 

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 67). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes) 
• Start the meeting by greeting each child as they come into the room. Pair off the 

players so everyone has a partner of their same gender.  

• Stand at the front of the classroom and tell the players to walk around the room 
making sure to be far away from their partner until you yell, “Freeze!” After you 
say “freeze,” yell out two body parts (leg to hand, back to back, and so forth). 

• The partners should hurry to find each other and touch those two body parts 
together. The goal is to not be the last pair to succeed. 

• Say: “While you were walking around, you were always aware of where your 
partner was. You kept your eyes on your partner.” Ask: “Did you know that you 
have a partner going through life with you who will never be far away from you?”

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Bible

• Lead TeamKIDs sit in a circle in the middle of the room. Ask: “Who remembers 
the Bible story from our last meeting? What had happened to Jesus?” Allow time 
for kids to respond. Continue: “In today’s story we see what happened when 
Jesus was finished with His time on earth. Listen for the promise He made.”

• Open the Bible to Acts 1. Use the following to tell the Bible story in your own 
words. 

JESUS PROMISED THE HOLY SPIRIT
BASED ON ACTS 1:4-11

After Jesus rose from the grave, He spent 40 more days with His 
followers to teach them about God’s kingdom.

Jesus told His followers to stay in Jerusalem and wait. “The Holy Spirit 
will come to you soon.” He explained that God would keep His promise 
to send the Holy Spirit to be with them.

The disciples were confused. They asked about God’s plan and when 
everything would be made right. Jesus told His followers not to worry 
about knowing what was to happen. He explained that only God knew 
those things.

Jesus told the disciples that the Holy Spirit would give them power. 
“After the Holy Spirit comes, you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and all over the world.”

As soon as Jesus finished talking with the disciples, He was taken up 
into heaven right before them. The disciples watched Jesus rise up until 
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a cloud took Him out of their sight.
As they gazed up into heaven, two men in white clothes stood next to 

them. The men said, “Why do you stand looking up into heaven?” Then 
the men explained that Jesus had been taken to heaven but He would 
return someday in the same way that He left. 

The disciples obeyed Jesus. They went back into Jerusalem and waited 
for the Holy Spirit to come.

• Say: “So we have been talking a lot about how God and Jesus are one in the same. 
Remember, Jesus is God incarnate. But did you know that the Holy Spirit is also 
one with God and Jesus? Together, the three are what is known as the Trinity. 
This basically means that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are all the same God in 
three different forms.” 

• Ask the following questions to review the story. 

• Why do you think we need a “helper”, or the Holy Spirit, to go through life with 
us? 

• How is the Holy Spirit different from God and Jesus? (He is with us while we 
are on earth). 

• How is the Holy Spirit the same as God and Jesus? (They are all the same God. 
They share one mind and one heart). 

• How does it make you feel knowing that you have a part of God walking with 
you all the time?

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 65: “Verse Scramble” 
 ■ Timer
 ■ Activity Book (One per child)

TO DO:
 ■ Print a “Verse Scramble” for each 
TeamKID.

• Set a timer for five minutes and instruct the kids to unscramble the verse as 
quickly as they can.   

• After everyone has unscrambled the verse or the timer ends, read the verse 
together aloud five times. 

• Say: “Things on earth are often very confusing, but we can be very thankful that 
Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit to help us make decisions to follow Jesus.” 

• Lead kids to complete this week’s activity pages in their Activity Books.
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Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 66:”Cultural Corners Fact 
Sheet” (4 copies)

 ■ Item 66: “Passport to Tajikistan”  
(1 per child)

 ■ Item 66: “ACTS Prayer Model”  
(1 per child)

 ■ DVD
 ■ Map or globe

TO DO:
 ■ Print off all items.
 ■ Cue the “Traveling to Tajikistan” 
video.

• Point out Tajikistan on a map before starting the “Traveling to Tajikistan” video. 

• After the video, ask for four volunteers. Give each volunteer a “Cultural Corners 
Fact Sheet” and ask them to look over it then teach the class a fact about 
Tajikistan. While they are looking over their fact sheet, hand out the Passport to 
Tajikistan to the other children. 

• Instruct the remaining kids to fill out their passports while their fellow players are 
teaching them about the country. 

• Distribute the ACTS Prayer Model. TeamKIDs should take a few minutes to fill in 
the sheet and pray silently to themselves.  

Tournament (20 Minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Buckets (1 per team), 
small balls (1 per kid), baskets (1 
per team), masking tape

 ■ Activity 2: Paper cups (6 per 
team), Rubber bands (1 per 
team), String

 ■ Activity 3: 2 winter hats, 2 pairs 
of gloves, 2 coats, 2 pairs of 
adult sized sweat pants, 2 sets of 
sunglasses 

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Use the tape to make  
parallel lines on the floor, one for 
each team. Place a bucket and a 
basket of balls at one end of each 
line.

 ■ Activity 2: Tie 4-5 strings, each about 
18 inches long, to each rubber band. 
(The number of strings should match 
the number of team members.)

1. MEMORY VERSE BALL FACTORY
• Form teams of seven. Direct teams to each stand on one of the tape lines. Tell kids 

that the first in line should get a ball, say the first word of the Bible verse, pass the 
ball to the next person, and so on down the line. Kids should keep saying verse 
words and passing the ball up and down the line until finished. If kids get stuck, 
teammates can help them. When the verse is finished, the first person in line 
should move to the end, and the new first person continues by taking a ball and 
saying the first word.
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• Play continues until all of a team’s ball are in the bucket.

2. COOPERATIVE CUP STACK
• Form teams of 4 or 5 kids. Give each team 6 paper cups and a rubber band with 

strings. Tell kids they have to work as a team to build a pyramid with the cups. (3 
on the bottom, two in the middle, and one on top) 

• Give a set time for kids to build the pyramid. If your kids are younger, give more 
time than for older kids. Don’t explain how to do the challenge, let the kids work it 
out.

• When kids have finished their pyramids, ask: “Was it easy or hard to figure out 
how to do the challenge?” After responses, say: “Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be 
our helper. He can help us understand when things are hard.”

3. QUICK CHANGE
• Form two teams of kids and line them up on one side of the room.

• Place the two sets of clothing on the other side of the room. Tell kids when you 
say, “Go,” the first person on each team will rush to put on all the clothes, take 
them all off, and return to his team. Then the next person can go. Compete until 
both teams have completed the relay. 

• Ask: “Everyone put on and took off those clothes very quickly! Let’s remember 
that Jesus wants to have His Holy Spirit in us to help and comfort us. You receive 
the Holy Spirit when you become a Christian. If you want some information 
about becoming a Christian, talk to a coach before you leave.”
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Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster”
 ■ Item 68: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Church-approved snacks,  
napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack.

 ■ Distribute the snack to kids. 

• Say: “Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be our helper. The Holy Spirit helps us make 
decisions that draw us closer to Jesus.”

• Review Bible verse together. Ask a volunteer to lead a closing prayer, thanking 
God for sending the Holy Spirit and asking the Holy Spirit to fill us with wisdom 
to follow Jesus every day.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as children are 
dismissed.  
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God Created People
WHEN GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, HE 

MADE PEOPLE DIFFERENTLY THAN ANY OTHER PART OF HIS 

CREATION. HE FORMED US WITH HIS HANDS AND BREATHED 

THE BREATH OF LIFE INTO US.  THEN HE SENT HIS SON JESUS 

TO SUFFER AND DIE FOR US SO THAT WE CAN ENJOY A 

RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. WE ARE MADE IN HIS OWN IMAGE 

AND PURCHASED WITH THE BLOOD OF HIS SON, AND GOD 

DESERVES OUR LOVE.

BIBLE VERSE
The Lord God formed the man out of the dust from the ground and breathed the 
breath of life into his nostrils, and the man became a living being. Genesis 2:7

BIBLE STORY  
God Created People (Genesis 2:4-24)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: People are God’s most important creation.

Older Kids: Each person is unique and of value to God.

Preteens: God loves and values people around the world, no matter their status, 
race, or ethnicity.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 71). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Paper (1 piece per child), pencils, large 
bucket

• As kids arrive, give each of them a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask them to write 
the answers to these three questions on their papers: 

1. What is your favorite food? 
2. What is your favorite color? 
3. What is your favorite school subject? 

• Coaches may assist kids who need help writing their answers.

• After kids have recorded their three answers, ask them to crumple the paper up 
into a ball and place it in the bucket.

• Thank the boys and girls for sharing something unique about them and let them 
know you plan to use their answers later.

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Bible, large bucket with paper balls (used in Warm-Up)

• Invite kids to sit in a circle facing inward. Choose a child to stand in the middle. 
Explain that the child in the middle should smile, trying to make the other kids do 
the same, but the children sitting in the circle should try to keep a straight face. 
The first child in the circle who smiles will trade places with the person in the 
middle. Play a few rounds as time allows. Conclude the game by reminding kids 
that good things make us smile.

• Open your Bible and read Genesis 1:31 aloud. Explain that everything God created 
is good, and He is very pleased with His creation. Ask kids to name something 
God created. Tell kids that of all the good things God created, people are His most 
important creation.

• Open your Bible to Genesis 2 and tell the Bible story in your own words. Use the 
following as a guide.
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GOD CREATED PEOPLE
BASED ON (GENESIS 2:4-24)

God created the heavens and the earth. The plants in the field had not 
grown because God had not made it rain yet, and there was no man to 
work in the fields. God made water come out of the ground to water all 
the land.

God formed man out of the dust of the ground. God breathed life into 
the man, and the man became a living being.

God planted a garden in Eden. He made the garden beautiful and full of 
trees that were pleasing to look at and good for food. God placed the man 
whom He formed in the garden to work and watch over it.

God told the man that he was free to eat from any trees in the garden, 
except for one. The man must not eat from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. If he did eat from it, he would die.

God gave man the job of naming all of the animals in the garden. So 
the man gave names to all the living creatures. He named all the livestock 
and the birds and the wild animals. God said it was not good for the man 
to be alone. God saw that none of the animals could be a helper to the 
man. So God decided to create a helper for the man. God made him fall 
into a deep sleep. God took one of the man’s ribs and created a woman. 
God brought the woman to the man, and the man said, “She will be called 
woman because she was made from man.” This is the reason why a man 
will leave his father and mother and stay with his wife.

The first man and woman were Adam and Eve.

• Say: “God created people differently from any other part of creation. How did 
God make man? (God formed people with His hands and breathed life into them.) 
God made every person unique. There is no one else on earth He created that is 
exactly like you. Let’s play a game to remind us of that.”

• Give each child a ball of paper from the bucket. The one they receive does not 
need to be their own. Invite kids to try tossing the paper ball back into the bucket. 
After each child has a turn, retrieve only paper balls that landed in the bucket. 
Open them one at a time, reading aloud the favorite things listed. Ask kids to 
guess who wrote each paper based on the answers.

• Point out that there were many different answers because God created each 
person to be special and unique. Explain that God loves people very much, so 
much that He sent Jesus to save us. Conclude with a short prayer, thanking God 
for creating people in His image and sending Jesus so we can have a relationship 
with Him.



TeamKID: Setting the Pace LEADER GUIDE  87

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 69: “Memory Verse Strips”
 ■ Straws (1 per child), marker or pen,  
scissors, two dome-shaped cones

 ■ Activity Books (1 per child)

TO DO:
 ■ Print two copies of the 
“Memory Verse Strips” and 
cut apart for each team.

• Invite kids to say the Bible verse aloud together. Explain that one word from the 
verse is written on each strip of paper.

• Place the pieces of heavyweight paper on the floor across one side of the room 
and the two dome-shaped cones on the opposite side to create a finish line. Give 
each child a straw and instruct kids to kneel behind the strips of paper. At your 
command they should blow the pieces of paper across the room using their 
straws. Once all the pieces have crossed the finish line, the group should work 
together to lay the strips of paper on the floor so that the words of the verse are in 
the correct order. Read the verse aloud as a group again.

• Ask: “What did you have to use to get the words of the memory verse to the other 
side of the room? (breath) God used His breath to breathe life into man when He 
created people. People are the only part of God’s creation that He formed with His 
own hands and breathed life into.” 

• Give kids time to complete this week’s pages in their Activity Books.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 70: “Hand In Prayer” 
 ■ DVD, colored pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Margot’s Henna” 
video. 

 ■ Print a “Hand in Prayer” handout 
for each child.

• Explain to kids that one of the unique things about people is where they live. Tell 
them there are almost 200 different countries in the world, and God wants people 
in each of those countries to know and love Him.

• Say: “Pakistan is a country where there are few followers of Jesus, and Christians 
are often treated badly. But Jesus knows and loves everyone living there and 
wants each person to know about Him. We are going to watch a video about 
a missionary who is using a very special kind of art called henna to share the 
gospel with the people of Pakistan.”

• Show the “Margot’s Henna” video. Point out that God, who created everything, 
gave people the ability to create, too. Sometimes He uses the creativity of 
believers to tell His story with others through art. Distribute copies of “Hand in 
Prayer.” Discuss the henna art and how it helps to communicate the Bible story. 
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Guide kids to complete designs on their handouts. Explain the hand drawing 
represents the hand of someone who needs to hear the story of Jesus. Invite 
them to use henna art to illustrate the Gospel and help that person to understand 
the message.

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Chairs (1 per 
child), soccer ball

 ■ Activity 3: Paper,  
scissors, two paper bags, 
two large pieces of  
paper, markers

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Place the chairs in a circle facing 
inward.

 ■ Activity 3: Cut paper into strips and list a 
characteristic of an imaginary creature on 
each strip so that there is at least 1 strip for 
each child. Examples include: three eyes, 
blue fur, six feet, square head, and so forth. 
Place half the strips inside one bag and half 
the strips inside the second bag. Display two 
large sheets of paper in the room and place 
one bag and a supply of markers under each 
sheet.

 ■ Tip: Ask a coach to stand near each bag to 
help pre-readers identify what is written on 
the strip they choose.

1. CREATION FROM A TO Z 
• Invite kids to sit in a chair in the circle. Explain that they will take turns kicking 

the soccer ball across the circle, but they must not get out of their chairs. Each 
time the soccer ball comes to them, they should name something God created. 

• Tell kids to make the game more fun they can try to name things in alphabetical 
order. The first child to kick the ball will name something God created that begins 
with the letter A, the second child to kick will name something that begins with B 
and so forth. Continue playing until kids have named something that begins with 
every letter of the alphabet.

• Say: “In this game we thought about all the good things God created. What did He 
create that is most valuable to Him? (people) God loves us and created us in His 
image. We should love God, too.”

2. NO RUN LIKE ME 
• Invite the kids to stand in the middle of the room. Tell them you are going to call 

out two choices or preferences. Each time you give a choice you will point to one 
side of the room. Kids should run to the side of the room that matches the option 
they prefer. Give an example by saying “banana” and pointing to the right side of 
the room, then saying “apple” and pointing to the left side of the room.

• Continue calling out choices and pointing to the sides of the room that indicate that 
choice so that kids can run toward their preference. Choices may include: math vs. 
reading, chocolate vs. vanilla, playing outside vs. playing inside, and so forth.
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• Say: “During our game many of you were running in different directions because 
you like different things. God made each of you unique in that way. He loves you 
very much and wants to have a relationship with you because you are important 
and valuable to Him.”

3. CREATION RELAY
• Form two equal teams. Assign a sheet of paper, bag, and set of markers to each 

team. Help teams make a straight line on the opposite side of the room facing 
their large sheet of paper.  

• Explain that inside each bag are strips of paper that list things that describe an 
imaginary creature. Teams will have the chance to draw their own creation 
using ideas listed on the strips inside the bag. Tell kids when you say “go,” the 
first child in each line should run to his team’s bag and pull out a strip of paper. 
Using markers, he should draw the characteristic described on the strip. When he 
finishes, he should run back so the next child in line can have a turn. The game 
will continue until every child has had the chance to draw a part of his team’s 
creature.

• As each team finishes, ask them to work together to name their imaginary 
creation just like God asked Adam to name all the living creatures. Invite them to 
share the name they chose.

• Say: “It was fun making our own creations, wasn’t it? When God created the 
world, all He had to do was speak and things were created. But when He made 
people, He created them differently. God formed people with His hands and 
breathed life into them. We are made in God’s image, and we are His most 
important creation.”

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 72: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Snack, napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack.

 ■ Print a “Parent Connection” for 
each child

• As you hand out refreshments, ask kids to share how it makes them feel to know 
that out of everything God created, He values people the most. (Answers will 
vary.) Encourage them to think of ways this week that they can show God they 
love Him and are thankful that He created them in His image.

• Review today’s Bible verse as time allows. Ask for a volunteer to lead a closing 
prayer, thanking God for creating us and sending Jesus to save us so we can have 
a relationship with Him.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages, any artwork, and Parent Connection as the 
children are dismissed.
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God Has a Plan for Every 
Person
DAVID WAS THE LEAST LIKELY CHOICE OF ALL HIS 

BROTHERS TO BECOME THE NEXT KING OF ISRAEL,  YET 

THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERED WAS THAT GOD CHOSE 

DAVID. GOD HAD A PLAN FOR DAVID’S LIFE,  AND HE 

WORKED ACCORDING TO THAT PLAN. HE HAS A PLAN FOR 

EACH OF US,  TOO. IT IS A PLAN TO GIVE US A FUTURE AND 

A HOPE, BECAUSE AT THE CENTER OF IT IS HIS DESIRE THAT 

EVERY PERSON PUT HIS TRUST IN JESUS AS SAVIOR AND 

LORD.

BIBLE VERSE
“I know the plans I have for you”—this is the Lord’s declaration—“plans for your 
well-being, not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

BIBLE STORY  
God Chose David (1 Samuel 16)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God has a plan for every person’s life.

Older Kids: God wants every person to trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

Preteens: God has a plan for each person. Each person can understand and follow 
God’s plan. 

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 75). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Small envelopes (1 per child), 
small slips of paper, pen

TO DO:
 ■ Write the reference 1 Samuel 16:7 on 
a small slip of paper and place it inside 
one envelope. Hide the envelope, along 
with other empty envelopes around the 
room.

• As kids arrive, greet them by name and tell them God has something wonderful 
planned for them to learn today because He knew they would be coming.

• Invite them to look around the room for an envelope. Instruct them to hold on 
to the envelope they find but not to open it. Be sure the envelope containing the 
Scripture reference has been discovered by one of the kids.

• To conclude this activity and transition to Work Out, ask kids to guess what is 
inside their envelopes without opening them. Tell them they will discover the 
answer very soon.

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Bible

• Say: “Today we are going to learn that God has a plan for every person’s life, and 
each person can discover and follow God’s plan. But before we get started, let’s 
discover what’s inside our envelopes.”

• Allow kids to open their envelopes. Ask the child that chose the envelope 
containing the Bible reference to read the reference aloud. Select a volunteer to 
locate 1 Samuel 16:7 in his Bible and read the verse aloud. If there are no willing 
children, read the verse aloud from your own Bible.

• Explain that God has a plan for every person, but sometimes those plans may 
look different from what we expect. Encourage them to listen as you share a Bible 
story about how God chose David for a very important job, not because of how 
David looked, but because God knew what was in David’s heart.

• Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 16 and tell the Bible story in your own words. Use the 
following as a guide.
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GOD CHOSE DAVID
BASED ON (1 SAMUEL 16)

Samuel was a prophet, a man who told God’s messages to people. God 
said to Samuel, “Go to Jesse’s house in Bethlehem. I have chosen one of 
his sons as the new king.”

God told Samuel to go to Bethlehem and ask Jesse to worship with 
him. God said He would tell Samuel what to do there. Samuel did what 
God said to do.

Samuel saw Jesse’s oldest son. He thought that this son was the new 
king. But God said, “He is not the one. I don’t choose based on how a 
person looks. I know what a person feels and thinks.”

Samuel looked at seven of Jesse’s sons. He said, “God has not chosen 
any of these. Are these all your sons?”

Jesse said, “My youngest son, David, is taking care of the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him. We will wait until he comes.”
When David came, God told Samuel, “Anoint him. He is the one.”
Samuel poured some oil on David to show that David would be the 

next king.
God was with David. God would help David from that day on.

• Ask: “What was David doing when Samuel came to visit? (taking care of the sheep) 
What job did Samuel tell David God had planned for him?” (to become king)

• Explain: “It was surprising that out of all Jesse’s sons, God chose David to be 
the next king. He didn’t look like a king, and he was the youngest one of all 
his brothers. But God was not concerned about David’s age or his appearance 
because He knew that David had a heart that wanted to follow Him.”

• Conclude by explaining that God has a plan for every person’s life, and part of that 
plan is that they would have a heart that wants to follow Him, too—and trust in 
Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 73: “Memory 
Verse Poster” 

 ■ Plastic cups, bucket
 ■ Activity Books (1 per 
child)

TO DO:
 ■ Print the “Memory Verse Poster.” Cut apart 
the memory verse and tape to plastic cups, 
one with the cup facing up, and another with 
the cup facing down (to stack the cups in the 
activity). Fill the cups with water and place an 
empty bucket on one side of the room. For 
large groups, set up more than one relay or fill 
additional cups without words underneath so 
that there are enough for each child to  
participate.
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• Invite kids to read Jeremiah 29:11 together. Tell them that on each cup is a word 
from the verse. Explain that to stack the cups in order, kids will have to empty the 
water inside and turn it over.

• Allow kids to take turns choosing a cup and running across the room to pour the 
water into the bucket, trying not to spill any, then bringing their empty cups back 
to the starting line so that the next child can have a turn.

• After all the cups have been emptied, help the kids work together to stack them in 
the order that the words on the bottom appear in the verse, reviewing the verse 
as they stack. Conclude this activity by saying: “God had a special plan for David, 
and God has a special plan for you. You may not know what God has for your 
future just like you did not know what words were under the cups at first, but you 
can always trust that God is working your life according to His plan.”

• Give kids time to complete this week’s pages from the Activity Book.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 74: “Africa Map” 
 ■ A globe or world map, color-coated 
candy pieces (Skittles®, 9 per child), 
paper plates (1 per child)

 ■ DVD-ROM

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “The World in 
Skittles.” 

 ■ Print “Africa Map” for each child 
(Item 73).

• Show “The World in Skittles” video. Remind kids that the 10/40 window described 
in the video is an area of the world where many people have never heard about 
Jesus. Give each child a copy of the “Africa Map” and help kids find Cote d’Ivoire 
(coat-dee-VWAHR), sometimes called the Ivory Coast. Comment that this part 
of West Africa is directly adjacent to the 10/40 window. Explain that this is an 
example of a country filled with people who need to hear about Jesus.

• Give each child a paper plate and 9 candy pieces. Make sure the kids don’t eat 
the candy yet. Instruct kids to count out three pieces and push them to one side 
of their plates. Review the statistic of 1/3 of the world has never heard the good 
news of Jesus. Explain that God’s plan for every person is that he or she trusts in 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. Lead the group in praying that God send and protect 
missionaries to reach that part of the world where many people have yet to hear 
about Him.

• Tell kids that there are also people who are close to them who need to hear about 
Jesus. Ask them to think of three people God might be asking them to share His 
good news with.
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Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: White balloons (1 per 
child plus a few extra), black per-
manent marker, curly black ribbon, 
two large clothes baskets

 ■ Activity 2: Painter’s tape

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Blow up enough bal-
loons so there is one for every 
child, plus a few extra in case any 
pop. With a permanent marker, 
draw sheep faces on each balloon 
and tie curly black ribbon for tails. 
Set two clothes baskets on one 
side of the room.

 ■ Activity 2: Using painter’s tape, 
create a line on the floor that chil-
dren can stand side by side on.

1. SHEEP HERDING
• The object of this game is for each team to get their balloon sheep herded into 

their clothes basket as quickly as possible.

• To play, form two even teams and help kids line up with their team behind 
a starting point on the opposite side of the room from the clothes baskets. 
Designate a clothes basket for each team and spread the balloon sheep on the 
ground in the open space. Instruct kids to each take a turn herding a balloon into 
their team’s basket by pushing it with one hand without picking it up. The first 
team to have each child successfully herd one balloon animal wins.

• Say: “God chose David as king of Israel. But before he had that job, David was a 
shepherd. God used many things David learned as a shepherd to prepare him to 
become king. You can trust that God is also working your life out according to His 
plan.”

2. LAND, SEA, AIR 
• Invite kids to stand side by side on a line on the floor. Identify the area behind 

the line as land, in front of the line as sea, and jumping directly up as air. Ask kids 
to follow your directions by stepping backward when you say “land,” stepping 
forward when you say “sea,” and jumping as high as they can when you say “air.”

• Say the commands “land,” “sea,” and “air” in no particular order. If kids make a 
mistake, they should sit out for three turns.

• Say: “In order to play this game, you had to listen carefully to my instructions to 
know which direction I planned for you to move next. It is like that in life, too. 
God has a plan for your life. You should listen closely to His Word, which is the 
Bible, and follow His instructions.”

3. HUMAN PATTERN 
• Arrange players into even teams. Guide the leader of each team to create a 

human pattern with his players.

• For example, the leader may ask the kids to stand in a line side-by-side and have 
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every other child raise their hands above their head. The quickest team to form a 
complete pattern wins the round. Play several rounds. Other ideas include: every 
second child faces backwards, every third child sits, every other child stands 
barefoot, and so forth.

• Say: “The leader of this game had to have a good plan. God has a good plan for 
each of you.” Ask kids to review the memory verse aloud with you.

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 76: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Snack, napkins, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy poster listing the 
snack.

• As you serve refreshments, ask kids what they want to be when they grow up. Tell 
them that God may be preparing them now for a very special purpose when they 
get older. Explain that one thing you know God has planned for them right now is 
that each of them would trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

• In your own words, share the gospel, then conclude the meeting in prayer.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as the children 
are dismissed, making yourself available to any child who may want to discuss 
receiving Christ.
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God Wants Us to Obey
DAVID WAS ANOINTED THE KING WHILE HE WAS STILL 

A BOY. DAVID’S REIGN WAS SUCCESSFUL BECAUSE HE 

LISTENED TO AND OBEYED GOD. DAVID LED THE ISRAELITES 

TO ESTABLISH THE CITY OF JERUSALEM WHERE THE PEOPLE 

COULD LIVE IN PROTECTION FROM THEIR ENEMIES.  DAVID 

MOVED THE TABERNACLE THERE AND PLACED THE ARK OF 

THE COVENANT INSIDE SO THAT PEOPLE COULD WORSHIP 

AND REMEMBER ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE FOR THEM. 

BIBLE VERSE
I have been remarkably and wondrously made. Psalm 139:14

BIBLE STORY  
David Becomes King (2 Samuel 5-8)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God made me able to think, work, and play.

Older Kids: God made people able to do many things well. 

Preteens: God loves me so I can appreciate my value.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 79). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ 2-foot piece of  
painters tape, marker, 
tape measure

 ■ Long strip of paper

TO DO:
 ■ Place a jump line on the floor with painters 
tape. Measure and mark several set distances 
from the jump line at 2 feet, 3 feet up to 6 
feet.

 ■ Write “I am wonderfully made. Ps. 139:14” on 
the long strip and place the verse strip along 
the length of the jump zone.

• As kids arrive, direct them to the running long jump station where they can take 
a turn running and leaping as far as they can. Once kids have their turn, they 
become the cheering section standing behind the verse strip and can read the 
verse together as each child finishes their jump.  

• After the children have all arrived and participated, ask the children to sit down. 
Explain to them how God made each one of us unique and wonderful. Point out 
unique, positive characteristics of specific children.

• Remind the children that today they will learn how a boy became a king and used 
his unique abilities to listen to and obey God so he could lead the people well. 

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Seven craft sticks 

TO DO:
 ■ Write different accomplishments of David on 
each craft stick. (killed Goliath, won battles, 
worshiped, protected the city, prepared the 
tabernacle, helped move the ark of the cove-
nant, listened to God)

• Say: “God wants us to respect, honor and obey Him. If we do not obey Him, it 
shows that we are not following God.” 

• Explain: “This story from the Bible is about David. This true story helps us to know 
how to obey God and how to live. Watch and listen to learn how David obeyed 
and worshiped God. Every time you hear David obey, raise one arm up and 
quickly down. Every time you hear that David worshiped, put both hands up and 
quickly down.”

• Tell the Bible story that follows in your own words. Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 
while you tell the story.
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DAVID BECOMES KING
BASED ON (2 SAMUEL 5-8)

David was chosen to be the second king of Israel when he was only a 
boy. However, during these early years, Saul was still king. When Saul 
died, David made a covenant with the leaders of Israel to guide and rule 
Israel as king. David was forty years old. He acted differently than Saul 
did. David always asked God for direction whenever he made a decision. 
Because of this, God helped David’s army win their battles.

David moved the people to the city of Jerusalem. They set up the city 
there so the people could be protected and secure from one of their 
enemies, the Philistines. David continued to obey God with everything 
he did. They set up a tabernacle (a movable tent) for worship.

The men tried to move the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem, too. 
When they tried to move it on a cart, they had problems because they 
were trying to move it the wrong way. Later on, they finally carried it to 
Jerusalem. People shouted and played ram’s horns. David leaped and 
danced when he worshiped. Everyone was excited because God had 
given them a city to live in, and now the ark was in its rightful place in the 
tabernacle.

David had done what God wanted. Now he wanted to build a temple 
instead of a tent for worship, but God said that David’s son would build 
it later. David talked with God and thanked Him for making the Israelites 
His own special people. He promised to continue to obey and worship 
God. Because of this, the Lord gave David victory over his enemies. 

• Point out how often the Bible tells us that David obeyed and worshiped God. Ask: 
“Can you name three more things David did when he became king?” (moved 
to Jerusalem, protected the city and people, brought the ark to the tabernacle) 
Comment that God put David as king, and David responded by listening to God. 
David kept the box called the ark of the covenant with them. This box contained 
reminders of God’s faithfulness to them. 

• Guide volunteers to choose one stick each from the seven and read David’s 
accomplishments aloud. After all are read, remind them that David obeyed God 
because he knew that was the best way to live. Guide children to place the sticks 
in order that they happened. After several attempts, divide the sticks into two 
groups: (killed Goliath, moved the ark, & prepared the Tabernacle) and the rest in 
another group. Point out that some were accomplishments of David and others 
were behaviors that he did his entire life. Share that while we will accomplish 
tasks in our life, we should obey and listen to God for our entire lives. Explain that 
David’s strength came from God. Ask: “What happens to you when you disobey?” 
Allow for answers. “David knew that if he disobeyed, the people would suffer and 
not be protected.”

• Say: “All of us are wonderfully made to think, work, and play. We can all obey, 
worship, and do what God wants.” 
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Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 77: “King’s Quiz,” small cup
 ■ Activity Book (one per child), 
pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Distribute activity books and guide 
children to complete the activities 
for this week. Print a copy of the 
“King’s Quiz” for each TeamKID.

• Guide children as they complete this week’s activities in their Activity book. 
Provide positive comments to help the children see how God made them to do 
some things well. 

• Group children into two lines. Explain that you are going to review today’s story 
and memory verse in a relay quiz. Explain that you will pull one question from the 
cup. Team members must give the correct answer and then complete the action 
card. The team to answer correctly and complete their task receives a point. The 
team with the highest points, wins. Play several rounds. 

• Although David was king, he still had to stay close to God and listen to Him. God 
made him a great king because he closely followed what God told him. God can 
use us to do many things in life if we listen, trust, and obey.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 78: “Niger Map” 
 ■ Item 78: “Songhai Photos”
 ■ White paper, marker, DVD

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video showing the Songhai 
(SONG-HI) people in Niger (nigh-
ZHEER). Place the map where children 
can see it. Place white paper around 
the map.

• Find and point out Niger on the map. Practice saying the country name by using 
the pronunciation guide (nigh-ZHEER). Play the missions video after reminding 
the children to listen carefully so they can answer questions afterward. Use the 
video guide to ask some questions and guide discussion of what they saw.

• Distribute the first four photos showing the Songhai people to different children. 
Guide them to show their photo after they read the caption aloud. Say: “God cares 
about all people, even those who live and look different from us. Although our 
culture and way of life is different, God made them all. God cares about all people 
in the world, even those who do not know Jesus.”

• Ask: “How can you be ‘on mission’ when you are a kid in the United States?” Allow 
for answers. Say: “Prayer is a way to touch people on the other side of the world. 
God loves all people. He made people in Niger just like He made you in America. 
They think, play, and work just like you.”

• Direct each child to follow the example on the photo and to write a sentence 
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prayer around the map of Niger. Lead a group prayer that children in Niger will 
know Jesus.

• After each child has finished writing a sentence prayer. Invite them to pray aloud 
together with their eyes open for the Songhai people of Niger.

• Show the starting point to read the prayers and move clockwise to pray the 
prayers out loud. End the prayer by asking God to use all of us to be God’s heart, 
hands, and voice in Niger.

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: Dozen table tennis balls, spoon 
for each team

 ■ Activity 2: Large table or other bulky  
object that all kids together can lift with 
one finger.

 ■ Activity 3: Scarf or bandanna

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Set aside a relay 
area with a start and finish.

 ■ Activity 2: Gather the  
children around the large 
item.

1. CARRY, DON’T TOUCH 
• Form two teams and provide each team with a spoon. 

• Communicate that this is a relay race against the other team with each person 
carrying a table tennis ball in a spoon. Say: “No one is allowed to touch the table 
tennis except the adult leaders. If you touch the ball or drop the ball, you must run 
back to the beginning to have another ball placed on your spoon.”

• Form the children into equal teams and set a flag at the start and at the finish. 
Begin the game and have an adult leader with each team to replace dropped balls 
or keep the game moving correctly. 

• As you finish, discuss the difficulty in carrying an item that you cannot touch. 
Point out that the people were not to touch the ark of the covenant and had to 
take extra care to carry it from place to place. Share that sometimes God gives us 
rules that seem hard but they are for our care and protection. Trusting God rules 
for us is best.

2. TOGETHER WE CAN 
• Gather the entire group around a large table or other long bulky object that one 

person cannot entirely lift. Designate different children to attempt to take one 
finger and lift the item. Then direct all the children to place one finger under the 
object and on the count of three, they can lift and hold for 5 seconds, then slowly 
lower it to the ground. 

• Point out that one person could not do this, but with one person directing all their 
efforts, they could use just one finger to accomplish the big task.

• Practice lifting the table or object several times as a group until you are able to lift 
and set it down with ease. Discuss how the tabernacle pieces and the ark had to 
be carried carefully when the Israelites moved to Jerusalem. With everyone using 
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their strength and skill, they could accomplish it.  

• Point out that by working together and practicing, even a big task can be 
accomplished by using the strength of many people together.

3. KING OF THE COURT 
• Designate the youngest child as the king. Point out that David was appointed 

king when he was the youngest child of his family. The king stands on one side 
of the room and the rest, who are lined up to challenge, stand on the other. Lay 
the scarf in the center of the room, exactly in the middle of the king and the 
challengers. Choose a coach to be the umpire.

• The umpire will call out the name of one child from the challengers. The 
challenger and the king will both try to get the scarf without being tagged. If 
the king tags the challenger, the challenger returns to his group and the king 
remains. If the challenger tags the king, he becomes the new king.

• Once everyone has had a turn, share that God chose David as king. God chose 
David because God knew he would be successful. The history of the Bible tells us 
what happened. We can trust God in the future because He has been faithful in 
the past. 

• Say: “We need to thank God for how He made us, because we are created to do 
what God wants.”

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster
 ■ Item 80: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Snacks, cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the Allergy Alert Poster listing 
the snack.

• Distribute an approved snack to each child. Ask a volunteer to pray and ask God 
to help us be healthy. Add that God helps us think and use our bodies to serve 
Him.

• Review the Bible verse “I am wonderfully made” Psalm 139:14 by asking different 
children to repeat it as they enjoy snack.

• Ask kids to tell you one unique trait about themselves as they leave. Give each 
child this week’s Activity Pages and  Parent Connection as they leave. 
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God Wants Us to Trust 
Him
THE ISRAELITES FOUGHT BABYLON AND GOD GAVE THE 

VICTORY TO BABYLON. BECAUSE OF THIS,  DANIEL AND 

HIS FRIENDS WERE TAKEN FROM JERUSALEM TO BABYLON. 

THERE THEY WERE TO BE TRAINED TO SERVE THE KING. 

THEY FACED MANY CHALLENGES,  BUT TRUSTED GOD TO 

GUIDE THEM IN THIS STRANGE LAND. GOD HONORED THEIR 

OBEDIENCE.

BIBLE VERSE
Those who know your name trust in you because you have not abandoned those 
who seek you, Lord. Psalm 9:10

BIBLE STORY  
Daniel Obeyed God (Daniel 1:1-20)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: Good and bad happen to people, but God still loves them.

Older Kids: People can learn to respond in positive ways to what happens to them.

Preteens: People can live with joy regardless of their circumstances.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 83). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ A shoebox or similar sized box, 
a piece of felt or dark cloth, 
at least 6-inch square, various 
items that can be identified by 
touch (ping pong ball, 
quarter, toy, string, cloth, ID 
card, deflated balloon, cotton 
ball), index cards or strips or 
paper

TO DO:
 ■ Make a hole in the box large enough 
for children to reach inside but not 
see what they are touching. Glue the 
cloth on the inside of the box over the 
hole, then cut slits to enable children 
to stick their hands in the box with-
out seeing what they are pulling out. 
Place various items in the box for 
children to identify by touch. Write 
the name of each item on a card or 
strip of paper.

• As children arrive, invite them to put their hand in the box and touch the various 
items. After several have arrived, ask them to draw a card to search for a specific 
item and pull it out within three seconds. Play the game over again with each 
child to get faster and faster to find and pull out the item. To make the game more 
difficult, you can add extra items. (Make sure there is nothing sharp in the box.)

• As the children get more and more skilled at the game, ask: “Did you notice 
how much faster you got at the game as it was played over and over?” Allow for 
responses. Share that just as practice helps someone play the piano or play a 
sport, practice is also a way to learn new skills and that today’s Bible story is about 
some young men who had to learn something new. 

Workout (25 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ White board or large 
sheet of white paper, 
appropriate markers

TO DO:
 ■ Draw two perpendicular lines that create four 
sections of the board. Label each physical, 
spiritual, mental, emotional. Guide children to 
complete the “Discover the Truth” puzzle. Write 
the memory verse on the board or paper after 
they complete the puzzle. Younger children may 
require more help dividing the words.

• Direct children to look at the board. Say: “Every part of our lives fits into one of 
these parts. Physical is our bodies that move, run, and eat; the spiritual is our 
recognition that God made us and our prayer and Bible study to learn more about 
Him; mental is our minds—school work or how to tie our shoes; emotional is that 
part that involves feelings.” Invite children to contribute more aspects of life to 
each quadrant of the paper. Guide them to think of different areas of their lives. 
(math problems: mental; vision: physical; worshiping: spiritual; feeling happy: 
emotional)
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• Say: “Often we tend to put only the spiritual as the only part of our lives that 
involves God. But God created our bodies, our emotions, and our minds. God was 
very creative in that He made each person unique and able to do many things. 
Here is a story about a young man from the Bible who experienced change in 
every part of his life and how he responded.”

• Open your Bible to Daniel 1 while you tell the Bible story. Point to the areas of the 
board impacted when you describe Daniel and his friends and what they faced.

DANIEL OBEYED GOD
BASED ON (DANIEL 1:1-20)

When King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked the Israelites in 
Jerusalem, God handed the victory over to Nebuchadnezzar. Because 
they lost the battle, people had to hand over some of the contents of the 
house of God. They also had to send some of their finest, young men 
to Babylon. These men were some of their best men, physically strong 
and healthy, intelligent, and full of potential. They were to be trained and 
educated to serve King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel and three of his friends 
were in this group taken to Babylon, a foreign land to them.

Ashpenaz, an assistant to the king, was in charge of the training of the 
young men in the ways of Babylon. They were to learn the Chaldean 
language, wisdom and literature so they could serve the king after three 
years of preparation. Their names were even changed. They were offered 
the king’s food to eat and wine to drink. Daniel knew that because the 
king’s food had not been chosen or prepared according to God’s laws, 
they should not eat it. Daniel did not want to disobey God by eating food 
that was not acceptable. Daniel told the king’s official that he did not 
want to eat the king’s food and asked permission from Ashpenaz, a chief 
helper to the king, to not eat it.

Ashpenaz was worried when Daniel and his friends told him this. If 
Daniel and his friends looked thin or unhealthy, he knew he would be 
responsible. He told Daniel that his life would be in danger if they were 
thinner than the other men who ate the king’s food. Daniel told the guard 
assigned to them, “Give us only vegetables and water for 10 days. See if 
we look worse than the other men and then make a decision.” 

God caused Daniel to be treated with kindness and compassion by 
the guard and they were given permission. After 10 days, Daniel and his 
friends looked healthier than all the other men who ate the king’s food. 
So, they continued to remove the food and wine and to bring them 
vegetables and water to eat.

God gave these faithful young men knowledge and understanding, 
Daniel could even understand visions and dreams. When the time for 
learning was over, they were interviewed by the king. Daniel and his 
friends understood more and knew more than any of the other men. 
The king discovered they were ten times better than the magicians and 
mediums when he asked for advice. Daniel trusted God in a difficult time 
and God helped him through it.
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• Discuss how Daniel may have felt being placed in a situation where he was 
expected to eat food that he knew would not please God. Ask children to think 
about times where they may have felt pressured to behave in a way that would 
have dishonored God. Invite them to share how they felt. Say: “When we face 
tough times, the truth of God from the Bible can remind us that God goes with us 
wherever we are. Even if our parents or teachers are not there, God is there.”

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 81: “Daniel 
Goes to  
Babylon” 

 ■ Two plastic 
hoops

 ■ Activity Books, 
pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Use plastic hoops to learn and practice the memory 
verse. Take down or cover the memory verse on the 
wall.

 ■ Tip: Depending on how well they know the verse, you 
can vary this by saying it phrase by phrase or word 
for word. To make it more difficult, only allow kids to 
touch the hoop when they are speaking the verse.

• Share that just because Daniel and his friends had been removed from their home 
country, God was still with them. 

• Say: “Remembering a Bible verse can help us stand strong when we are afraid or 
do not know what to do.”

• Say the memory verse as a group. Form the children into two teams. Direct them 
to practice the memory verse by teams by rolling the hoops to each other. The 
first child on the team takes the plastic hoop and says the first word and then rolls 
the hoop to the next child who adds the next word. An adult can provide prompts 
as needed. Do this several times until the group memorizes the verse. Ask each 
team to say the verse in unison while they roll their hoop from the first person to 
the last without it falling or stopping. The goal is to give the hoop a smooth ride 
from one end of the team to the other while saying the verse.

• Distribute the “Daniel Goes to Babylon” puzzle and pencils for each child to 
complete. As they finish, direct them to write the word spelled from the circled 
letters in the answers. Discuss what it means that Daniel was “determined.” Share 
that it means Daniel was firm or confident in his desire to please God. Ask: “What 
was Daniel determined to do?” Allow for answers (obey God, study hard, do his 
best). Add that being determined is a good character trait if we are following God’s 
way.

• Distribute Activity Books and guide children to complete this week’s activity 
pages. As they finish, write the verse on the board, emphasize that Daniel, even 
when faced with a difficult decision, knew God was there and ultimately in 
control of the situation. 

 
 



106  LEADER GUIDE TeamKID: Setting the Pace

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 82: “Chinese Focus Verse” 
 ■ A map or globe, pencils with 
erasers for each child

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video to “Caroline in 
China.” 

 ■ Print a “Chinese Focus Verse” for 
each child.

• Introduce China by showing the country on a map or globe. Say: “Today our story 
is about Caroline and her travel to China. She and her parents live there and many 
other places to help people know about Jesus.” Play the video.

• Ask: “What did you see Caroline do in China?” Allow for responses and draw 
attention to their prayer for people to know Jesus in China. Point out that some 
of the differences are because of culture. Language is a part of culture and it is 
important to be able to communicate to tell people about Jesus.

• Distribute the “Chinese Focus Verse” and pencils. Guide a child to help you find 
the verse Jeremiah 29:11 and to read it aloud. Encourage them to try to copy the 
verse in Chinese. Ask: “Why is it so hard to copy something in another language? 
Can anyone read what they have written in Chinese?” 

• Lead a prayer thanking God that missionaries are willing to move to other 
countries and learn a new language. Ask God to help them have many 
opportunities to people about Jesus. Remind them that God has good plans for 
us.. Encourage kids to look for ways to tell others about Jesus this week.

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 3: Two rubber 
balls or basketballs, 
painter’s tape

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Mark a safe area for tag  
(nothing to trip over or run into).

 ■ Activity 3: Mark off lines about 12-feet apart

1. PRISONER TAG 
• Designate one child to be It. The goal is to chase and tag players in a designated 

area. Each time It tags someone, that person is not out of the game, they join 
hands with It and can only use their free hands to tag remaining players. If three 
or more have joined hands, only the children on the end can use their free hand 
to tag someone. The game continues until all players are part of the group. 

• Explain that Daniel and his friends did not have any choice about going to 
Babylon, just like those tagged had to go with the person who tagged them. Say: 
“Sometimes things don’t go the way we want, but we have to react and respond 
positively. It shows maturity when we are able to do that consistently.”

2. WORKOUT FRENZY
• Direct children to spread out apart from each other to complete a physical 

workout with you as a leader. Remind them that Daniel and his friends were in 
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a situation where they had to obey. Say: “We are going to do a quick workout 
and you have to do exactly as I say.” Then complete ten each of some familiar 
exercises: jumping jacks, touching toes, arm circles, sit-ups, and push-ups. As 
they take a rest, invite them to share what it would feel like if you had asked them 
to do an exercise they could not complete. Remind children that obedience to 
leaders is important, but Daniel realized that if he followed the directions to eat 
the king’s food, that he would not honor God. 

• Say: “Cooperation does not mean we agree with everything the leader says, 
but it does show respect for their position.” Ask: “Who were the authorities in 
Daniel’s life?” (God, Nebuchadnezzar, his parents, the guard, Ashpenaz). Challenge 
children to respect authority in a way that honors God. 

3. BASKETBALL PASS
• Form the children into one line behind the first line. The first child in line takes a 

rubber ball and moves to the other line. He should pass it to the first person, who 
passes it right back. The child continues to pass the ball to each child down the 
line and they pass it back. At the end of the line, the last person in line to catch the 
ball changes places with the passer to begin his turn passing the ball down the 
line. Continue until everyone has had a turn passing the ball. Encourage them to 
throw the same speed and at chest height each time. When the ball is dropped or 
missed, just encourage them and continue. If time allows, try to continue it over 
until there is a missed through. 

• Comment: “It takes both good and dependable passers and catchers to make the 
passes work. Who did Daniel have to depend on when he was in Babylon?” (God, 
his friends, Nebuchadnezzar, the guard). 

• Say: “Sometimes it is easy to take those people who are working to help you 
for granted. Say ‘thank you,’ offer to help them do something, or having a good 
attitude positive attitude shows that we are grateful for helpers in our lives.” 

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert Poster” 
 ■ Item 84: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Church approved snack (vegetables) and 
cups of water 

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy alert listing 
the snack.

• Serve a snack. Say: “Daniel wanted to honor God with his choices. Daniel knew 
food from the king’s table was not what God wanted him to eat. How can you 
honor God with your choices?” 

• As you finish snack, review the memory verse and ask a volunteer to share what 
it means to them. Lead a prayer asking God to help each child be joyful, positive, 
and obedient to God no matter what their circumstances.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as they children 
leave. 
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God Wants Us to Follow 
Jesus
DISCIPLE IS NOT JUST A WORD THAT DESCRIBES A 

GROUP OF MEN WHO FOLLOWED JESUS LONG AGO. 

ALL CHRISTIANS, YOUNG AND OLD, ARE CALLED TO 

BE DISCIPLES.  BEING A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST MEANS 

CONTINUING TO LEARN FOR A WHOLE LIFETIME. THE 

LESSONS JESUS TAUGHT ARE PERFECT AND WORTHY TO BE 

PRACTICED DAILY.  TO LEARN THE WILL OF GOD, FOLLOW 

THE LEADER, THE ONLY TRUE LEADER—JESUS!

BIBLE VERSE
1 Peter 2:21

BIBLE STORY  
Jesus Taught His Disciples (Matthew 5–7)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: A disciple follows Jesus’ example.

Older Kids: God wants believers to be disciples who grow in their faith and 
knowledge of Jesus. 

Preteens: God provides resources and other believers to help disciples grow in their 
faith.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 87). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Flat plastic containers (large enough 
to accommodate 3-4 children each) 
filled with indoor play sand. Optional: 
spoons and small cups for building.

TO DO:
 ■ Place containers of sand 
spread out in an accessible 
area.

• As kids arrive, provide each group of 3-4 kids a small, flat containers of indoor 
play sand and instruct groups to build sandcastles and other structures. 

• When all the children have arrived, prompt them to tell you about the sand 
structures they’ve built.

• Ask groups to describe the consistency of the sand (grainy, soft, movable, and so 
forth). Say: “Do you think it would be a good idea to build a house on top of sand? 
Why or why not?”

• Explain that the in today’s meeting, kids will learn what it means to be a disciple, 
or a follower of Christ. Say: “Jesus said that just hearing God’s instructions and 
not following them, is like building a house on the sand. A house built on just 
sand, would not stand, it would sink! Doing the will of God provides a stable 
foundation or base (like a rock!) for our faith.”

Workout (25 minutes) 

PROVIDE:
 ■ Containers of sand from Warm-Up

• Say: “Jesus taught just like I’m teaching you right now. His listeners may have 
sat on the ground just like you are sitting here today. The people listened very 
carefully because they knew that Jesus spoke with authority, that He knew what 
he was talking about!” 

• Explain to kids that they may continue to “play in the sand” while the Bible story 
is told, but that they must be completely silent so that they can listen carefully.

• Open your Bible and tell the Bible story in your own words. Use the following as a 
guide.
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JESUS TAUGHT HIS DISCIPLES
BASED ON (MATTHEW 5-7)

Jesus went up on the side of the mountain and sat down. His disciples 
and other people came to Him. They wanted to hear what Jesus said. 

Jesus began by talking about people whom God blessed: they are 
those who are gentle, who want to do what is right, who are merciful, 
and who are peacemakers. Jesus said that His followers needed to be 
examples for others.

Jesus stated, “You know the Commandment ‘Do not murder.’ I say do 
not even be angry with others. Solve your differences.”

Then Jesus instructed, “You have heard people say to treat others as 
they treat you, but I say, ‘Treat them better than they treat you.’” Jesus 
wanted people to treat one another with love and respect.

Jesus continued, “You have heard that you should love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy. 

“I say: ‘Love your enemies, and pray for them.’”
Jesus taught the people how they should give offerings, how to pray, 

and how to trust God instead of worrying. Jesus explained that people 
should pay more attention to how they lived than to what other people 
did.

Jesus ended His sermon with a story. “Those who hear My words 
and do them are like a sensible man who built his house on a rock 
foundation. When the storms came, his house did not collapse. Those 
who hear My words but do not do them are like the foolish man who 
built his house on sand. When the storms came, the foolish man’s house 
collapsed.”

All those who heard Jesus preach were amazed by His teachings.

• Review the Bible story by asking the following questions:

• How many characteristics can you remember of people the story mentioned 
who would be blessed? (gentle, merciful, peacemakers,do what is right) 
Explain that the “blessed are those…” statements make up what is known as the 
Beatitudes.

• True or false: Jesus said, “Treat others as they treat you.” (False) Jesus said, 
“Treat them better than they treat you!” 

• How did Jesus say we should treat our enemies? (Love and pray for them)

• Explain in your own words what Jesus said about the man who built his house on 
the rock versus the man who built his house on the sand. (Answers will vary, but 
should include something about hearing and doing God’s word.)

• Allow kids to share specific examples of ways they can treat others better than 
themselves, or real-life experiences they have had.

• Lead kids in a short prayer. Pray that they would continue to learn from Jesus for 
their whole lives, and follow Jesus’ teachings about how to live, how to love God, 
and how to treat others.
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Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 85: “Memory Verse Poster” 
 ■ Activity Book (one per child)

TO DO:
 ■ Write Bible verse on the board or 
use the Memory Verse Poster. 

• Line kids up in a single file line. 

• Explain that because today’s meeting is about following the leader (Jesus), they 
will “follow the leader” to learn the Bible verse for this meeting. 

• The first person in line will say the first word, then the second person the second 
word, and so on. Each round, switch the leader until everyone has had a turn 
being the leader.

• Eventually, erase the verse from the board when the kids no longer need to refer 
to it.

• Give each child Activity Page and lead the kids to complete it.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 86: “Southeast Asia Map,”
 ■ Item 86: “Paper Lantern Pattern”
 ■ DVD

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Scenes from 
Thailand” video. Print one map of 
Southeast Asia for display. 

 ■ Print a paper lantern pattern for 
each child. 

• Ask one volunteer to find Thailand on the Southeast Asia map and Explain that 
Thailand is a Buddhist country in Southeast Asia.

• Show the “Scenes from Thailand” video.

• Tell kids that Thailand is known as “the land of smiles” because Thai people are 
friendly and very polite.

• Explain that most people in Thailand do not know Jesus. Missionaries who live 
there are telling the people about Jesus. The Thai people enjoy many festivals. 
Missionaries use these festivals as witnessing opportunities. They know they 
have to share Jesus at home and around the world, just like we do. 

• Share that Loi Krathong (lo-ee krah-THOHNG) is another Buddhist festival. Loi 
Krathong is held each November. During the festival, Thais launch lanterns, 
called Khom fai (comb-figh) or fire kites, into the night sky. Thai people launch 
the lanterns for good luck. Thai Buddhists believe the lanterns carry away their 
sin and bad luck from the past year. Although Thais release lanterns at other 
times of the year for good luck, the Loi Krathong festival is the only time Thai 
Buddhists believe they can release their sins in this way. 
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• Remind students that we know Jesus paid the sacrifice for our sins. The Bible 
promises that He forgives those who confess their sins to Him. 

• Give each child a copy of the paper lantern pattern. Ask them to write one prayer 
request for Thailand on each “strand” of the lantern (examples: for Buddhists to 
accept Jesus as Savior, for missionaries to find chances to share Jesus’ love, for 
Thai people to have Bibles in their own language, for missionaries to have things 
they need, for new churches to start in Thailand).

• Help each child cut and staple their lanterns, as shown in the pattern.

Tournament (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Activity 1: One bandanna for each 
player, boundary markers, clipboard, 
pen, a few small or medium sized 
objects 

 ■ Activity 3: A few small or medium 
sized objects 

TO DO:
 ■ Activity 1: Give each player a 
bandanna corresponding to 
his or her team color (4 col-
ors). Have each player tuck the 
bandanna into the neck of their 
shirts so that it hangs against 
their backs.

1. BEATITUDE BLITZ
• Players run within the boundary area and try to capture players from the 

opposing team by removing their bandanna. When a player captures someone, 
he or she must walk the captive to the leader (players may not be captured while 
walking to the leaders).

• Players receive the number of points that is the same as their age. The leader 
records the points, and both players may return to the game. Set a 10-15 foot 
perimeter around each leader as a safe zone so that players are not immediately 
captured upon returning to the game.

• Leaders will stand at the ends of the field to monitor play and record points. The 
team with the most points at the end of the game wins.

• Explain: “When someone grabbed your bandanna, you became their captive, 
or prisoner. They had control over you until you were set free. Following Jesus’ 
teachings, like the ones found in today’s meeting, teaches us how to love God 
and treat others. When we trust Jesus and become His disciples, we are freed 
from the captivity of sin.”

2. FOLLOW THE LEADER! 
• Arrange players in a circle facing inward and have one player leave the area for 

one minute. This person becomes the “guesser.”

• Designate a leader, who will be set the motions for that round. At that point invite 
the guesser back into the room to stand in the middle of the circle. 

• When the round begins, players should raise arms up and down, then eventually 
the leader begins making other motions (clapping, dance moves, jumping and 
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so forth). Players are careful not to make eye contact with the leader so that the 
guesser does not know the identity of the leader. 

• The guesser is allowed three guesses to determine the identity of the leader.

• Explain that Christians follow Jesus — He is our one true Leader!

3. PASS IT ON! 
• Lead players to stand in a circle and pass an object all the way around the circle, 

with each person touching it. 

• Time the players to see how fast the item gets around the circle. 

• Give different challenges (in a line, in a square, standing facing the outside of the 
circle, or add second object).

• Record the fastest time for each. To add a competitive factor, create two groups of 
players.

• Say: “The object we passed from person to person demonstrates how God’s word 
is spread. God uses people to pass His teaching around the entire world.”

Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert” 
 ■ Item 88: “Parent Connection”
 ■ Church-approved snack, napkins, 
cups of water

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy alert listing the 
snack. 

 ■ Print a “Parent Connection” for 
each child. 

• Review: “In addition to being our Savior, Jesus is a wonderful teacher. A disciple 
follows Jesus’ example for living. God wants all believers to be disciples who grow 
in their faith and in the knowledge of Jesus throughout their lives. God gives 
disciples His Word, the Bible, and other believers to help us grow in our faith.”

• If time allows, review the Bible verse together. Then ask a volunteer to lead a 
closing prayer, thanking God for His leadership and showing us the right way to 
love Him and treat others.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as the children are 
dismissed.
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God Is Just and Righteous
BECAUSE GOD IS JUST, HE REQUIRES JUSTICE.  BECAUSE HE 

IS HOLY, HE REQUIRES PUNISHMENT FOR SIN.  GOD SENT 

A MASSIVE FLOOD TO COVER THE EARTH AS PUNISHMENT 

FOR THE EVIL IN THE WORLD. GOD SAVED NOAH AND HIS 

FAMILY WHEN THE REST OF THE PEOPLE ON THE EARTH 

PERISHED. HE GAVE NOAH VERY SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ON 

HOW TO BUILD A HUGE ARK, AND NOAH OBEYED WITHOUT 

QUESTION. BECAUSE NOAH WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, 

GOD CHOSE HIM TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CARE AND 

CONTINUING EXISTENCE OF ALL THE ANIMALS ON EARTH.

BIBLE VERSE
For I will proclaim the LORD’s name. Declare the greatness of our God! The Rock—
his work is perfect; all his ways are just. A faithful God, without bias, he is righteous 
and true. Deuteronomy 32:3-4

BIBLE STORY  
Noah (Genesis 6:9–8:19)

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL LEARNING
Younger Kids: God is fair and can be trusted.

Older Kids: God is faithful and just.

Preteens: God is righteous.

TEACHER SUPPORT
Go deeper into the Bible Story and life application by reading this meeting’s 
“Teacher Support” (Item 91). 
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Warm-Up (10 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 89: “Animals” 
 ■ Basket large enough to 
hold all the animals

TO DO:
 ■ Print and cut apart “Animals.” “Hide” the 
animals around the room (level of difficulty 
depending on age of the children). 

• As kids arrive, explain that they should search for animals, gather them, and 
return them to the “ark.” If time allows, hide the animals more than once.

• When all animals have been found and returned to the ark, explain that today’s 
meeting focuses on the story of Noah and the ark. 

• Hold up each animal that was found and have the kids raise their hands if they 
have ever seen that animal at a zoo, aquarium, or elsewhere. 

• Say: “Imagine what it must have been like for Noah and his family. They were 
living on a huge boat with two of every kind of animal. It was like a huge floating 
zoo!”

• Explain that although they will enjoy learning about the animals and the ark, 
the main focus of the meeting will be on God and His character—God keeps His 
promises. Everything He does is right and just.

Workout (25 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Index cards, pen

TO DO:
 ■ Print the numbers 0–9 on individual 
index cards. Distribute number cards.

• Explain that today’s Bible story is about a miraculous event that happened in the 
Old Testament. Say: “Even though you may have heard and learned about this 
story many times, in God’s Word there is always something new to learn or to 
learn about in a deeper way.

• Say: “Today’s story has lots of numbers. Numbers show exact amounts. God was 
very specific about the things he wanted Noah to do, and Noah was obedient 
to God. As I tell you the Bible story listen carefully. When you hear a specific 
number, hold up the card or cards that show that number (example 450 ft. (4-5-0), 
40 days (4-0), 7 days (7)).” Be sure to pause when you read the exact numbers to 
give kids a chance to hold up the cards. 

• Open your Bible and tell the following Bible story in your own words. Use the 
following as a guide. 
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NOAH
BASED ON GENESIS 6:9–8:19

In Noah’s time, the people were wicked and did many bad things. But 
Noah was different. He was a righteous man who obeyed and honored 
God. God told Noah, “Because the people are evil, I have decided to put 
an end to everything on earth. Build an ark. Use gopher wood. Build it 
450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. Make three decks and a door 
in the side. Cover the ark with sticky pitch to make it waterproof. I will 
bring a flood. Take your family on the ark. Take seven pairs of every clean 
creature and one pair of every unclean creature. Pack food for all of you.”

Noah followed God’s instructions carefully. God told Noah when to 
take the animals and his family onto the ark. The rain began. When Noah, 
his wife, his three sons, his sons’ wives, and the animals were on the ark, 
God safely shut them in. 

Water crashed down from the sky and splashed up from the earth for 
40 days and 40 nights. Even the mountaintops were covered with water! 
For months, the floodwater rose. Noah’s family and the animals were safe 
in the ark. 

God sent a wind to blow over the earth, and the water began to go 
down. The water continued to go down for months. The ark—and 
everyone in it—safely landed on a mountain. Noah waited 40 days before 
sending out two birds: a large raven and a small dove. The dove returned 
because there was no dry place for her. 

After seven more days, Noah sent out the dove again. This time, she 
came back with an olive leaf in her beak, and Noah knew the water had 
gone down. Noah waited seven more days and sent the dove out again. 
This time, the dove did not return. The water that covered the earth was 
drying up.

When it was time, God told Noah and his family to come out of the ark. 
All the animals came out of the ark, too. Noah built an altar, and he and 
his family worshiped God.

• Review the Bible story by asking the following questions: 

• Why did God decide to destroy the earth? (Everyone except Noah was evil.)

• Was Noah perfect and sinless? (No, only Jesus was sinless. Noah was righteous 
in God’s eyes.)

• Why did Noah send out a dove? (To see if the flood waters had receded so that 
Noah, his family, and the animals could exit the ark)

• How many days did the rain fall? (40 days and 40 nights)

• What did Noah do when he, his family, and the animals came out of the ark? 
(He built an altar and worshiped God.)

• Lead kids in a short prayer. Thank God for being a good, righteous (doing what’s 

right) and just (trustworthy) God.



TeamKID: Setting the Pace LEADER GUIDE  117

Stretching (10 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Package of natural rocks (or  
construction paper circles cut to 
look like rocks), permanent marker,

 ■ Activity Books, pencils

TO DO:
 ■ Write the Bible verse on the board.
 ■ Write one word of the verse on 
each rock. 

• Begin by leading kids to recite Deuteronomy 32:3-4 (written on the board) several 
times. Break it into parts for younger children.

• Point out that in the passage, God is compared to a rock. Ask. “How do you think 
God is like a rock?” (strong, unmoving, unchanging)

• Explain that you will use rocks to help remember the Bible verse. Give each child 
or group of children one rock.

• Let students work together to put the rocks in order to complete the Bible 
verse. Read the words from the rocks in order several times until the words are 
memorized.

• Distribute an Activity Book to each kid. Encourage them to find the differences in 
the pictures on side 1. Suggest kids complete side 2 of the Activity Page at home.

Reach Out (20 Minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 90: “Argentina Map”
 ■ Item 90: ”Fancy Footwork”

TO DO:
 ■ Cue the video “Tango Tune.” Print 
and display the map of Argentina 
where it can be clearly seen. Print a 
copy of “Fancy Footwork” for each 
child. Clear an area large enough to 
practice the tango dance

• Show the Argentina map and help kids determine its position in the southern 
part of South America. Without further discussion, ask kids what they think life in 
Argentina is like (sparse or crowded, hot or cold, what language is spoken, what 
people do for fun). 

• Comment that the province of Buenos Aires contains more than 16 million 
people with all kinds of jobs, talents and life experiences, but they have one thing 
in common: their need for Jesus! 

• Tell kids that many people from Argentina like to tango—a type of dance. Play a 
small sample of the tango tune audio clip.

• Distribute copies of “Fancy Footwork.” Challenge kids to follow the beginner 
diagram with their own feet, following a slow-slow-quick-quick-slow rhythm 
pattern
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• After some practice time, play the tango tune audio clip and allow kids to 
demonstrate their fancy footwork. (A backward diagram is provided as a 
challenge for preteens or kids who quickly master the forward steps.)

• Pray together. Ask God to lead the steps of people in Buenos Aires to churches 
and small groups where they can learn about the one true God. 

Tournament (20 Minutes) 
1. PARTNER TAG (2X2) 
•  Players spread around the play area in pairs (like the animals on the ark) with 

their arms hooked. One additional person is It and another person is chased. The 
one who is chased chooses a pair to hook arms with for safety.

• The person on the opposite end of the group (then a group of three) then 
becomes It, and the chaser becomes the person being chased.

• No immediate tag-backs are allowed.

2. SHIPWRECKED 
• Explain that the playing area will become a ship (a little like an ark, but not quite!). 

One side is the BOW, and the opposite side is the STERN. When the leader calls 
out the name of a side, players are to get there as quickly as they can because the 
last person has to walk the plank. Also use these additional commands: 

• ROLL CALL: Players line up along the bow and salute. 

• MAN OVERBOARD: Get in pairs, one player on all fours, while the other puts 
her foot on that player’s back and pretends to be searching for a lost person.

• HIT THE DECK!: Everyone lies down as fast as they can with stomachs on the 
ground.

• The last player to complete each command has to walk the plank and wait by the 
Captain until another player comes to walk the plank. To make the game more 
challenging, keep kids guessing by pointing to the BOW as you call out STERN.

3. ALLIGATOR’S TAIL 
• An alligator is formed by grouping players into a long line, each with hands on 

the shoulders of the player in front of her. The first person is the alligator’s head, 
the last person is the tail and tucks a bandanna in the neck of the player’s shirt. 

• The alligator must be a straight line until a coach counts “1, 2, 3, go!” On “go,” the 
head runs around toward the tail and tries to catch it. If the tail can catch the 
head, that person becomes the head, and each successive person moves up in the 
line. Each player must keep hold of the shoulders of the person in front.

• Option: Expand the game by having two or three alligators, each trying to catch 
the other’s tail.

• The ark contained two of every animals on earth—including alligators!
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Cool Down (5 minutes)

PROVIDE:
 ■ Item 7: “Allergy Alert” 
 ■ Item 92: “Parent Connection” 
 ■ Church-approved snack (Option: Consider 
serving animal crackers to represent the 
animals on the ark.) 

TO DO:
 ■ Post the allergy alert listing 
the snack.

 ■ Print a “Parent Connection” 
for each child.

• Review the Bible story as kids snack. Say: “At the time when Noah lived, people 
had become sinful. Because God is holy, He requires punishment for sin. The 
flood was that punishment, but because Noah was a righteous man, God allowed 
Noah and his family to be saved. He even used Noah to continue animal life on 
earth. God is just (right) in all that he does.”

• If time allows, review the Bible verse together. Ask a volunteer to lead a closing 
prayer, thanking God for being a God we can trust—righteous and just.

• Distribute this week’s Activity Pages and Parent Connection as children are 
dismissed.
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SETTING THE PACE 
Do you know Who is Setting the Pace? In every race, ath-
letes need a pacesetter. In life, Jesus sets the pace for how we 
should live. TeamKID helps kids know that Jesus is the one 
kids should follow! Setting the Pace is the next step in help-
ing kids grow in their Christian faith. Kids will explore topics 
about the theology of God, Jesus, People, the Church, the 
Bible, and the Christian Life. Setting the Pace will give kids a 
better understanding of the nature of God and Jesus.

TeamKID is a fun, high-energy ministry that encourages 
kids to know Jesus Christ and to grow in a relationship with 
Him. That’s why TeamKID ends with KID. KID stands for Kids 
in Discipleship! All parts of TeamKID — Bible stories, Scripture 
memory, mission activities, life application, and recreation 
games — connect to teach life lessons to kids. 

This book contains materials for 18 meetings of TeamKID 
Setting the Pace. 
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